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A 
LETTER, Ge. 


FIRM and zealous Attachment to 
his Majeſty King George, a tender af- 
bn Concern for my Country, at 
this very critical Juncture, and a fincere 
| Good-will to you, Gentlemen of the 
Army and Navy, is the Cauſe of this — 
Addreſs. 


Think me not impertinent in attempting to ani - 
mate your Zeal and Courage in the beſt of Cauſes, 
by leading your Attention to Conſiderations at once 
public · ſpirited, heroic, loyal, and religious. Startle 
not at the Word Religious. The Soldier and the 
good Centurion is a Proof of this. 
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Your Profeſſion, when dignified by a gallant Be- 
haviour in a good Cauſe, is both important and ho- 
nourahle ; I. ſhall therefore addreſs you with great 
Refpert, but wich the Plainneſs and Freedom of a 
Chriſtian Brother, and Fellow Briton. 


Two whole Years are elapſed ſince we, no other 
way capable of procuring Redreſs for Injuries received, 


_ commenced Hoſtilities againſt the French. A neceſſary 


Step. But what Progreſs have we made in bringing 
the Enemy to Reaſon and Temper ? Great Prepara- 
tions have beqn-tmade ; large Expences incur'd ; the 

Army has been much augmented, the Navy equipped, 
wonderful I have been undertaken : —— 


not anfwer — bluſhing, Our 8 way 7 
it with a aneh du. Countenance ; * * 
ber wan Joy, 35570 | 


Where the Blame lies I pretend not to f It is 
hi gh Time, however, that ſomething more to the 
Purpoſe were done by us; unleſs we are beginning 


ta ceconcils ourſelves to the Thought of our noble 


Country : becoming 2 Proxince to France, and of 
eurſelves (if ſuffered: to live) n. flares to 


E N | 


But God forbid we thoutd ever be fo much i in- 
fatuated. Our Fathers, our Soldiers were of another 
Spirit at that glorious Era, the Revolution; and in 

f us 
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many Engagements, during the firſt ten Years of this 
Century, did our Forces ſignalize themſelves againſt 
the French. Surely, we are yet Britons / Surely, 
our antient Spirit is not quite evaporated |! Surely, 
we have ſome Remains of 'the Love of Liberty, 
and of the Proteſtant Religion, left amongſt us 
Was there more of this noble Affection, and par- 
tlcularly in all thoſe whe are to fight our Battles 
both by Sea and Land, it might be a Means of ren- 
dering us more formidable to, and ſucceſsful againſt, 
the common Enemy, 


My Intention, therefore, in addreſſing you, Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Profeſſion is that of Arms, is to ani- 
mate your Hearts, and raiſe your martial Spirit, by 
Principles of Love to your Country, and Piety to- 
wards God. This will naturally direct me to ſpeak 
of true Valour; of the great Inducement 
you have to exert it: of · that Piety by which 
it ſhould be fortified and cond ucted. | 


ua theſe Topics an eminent Perfon of your 
own Profeffion deſerves to be heard. Surely, though 
the Preacher were deſpiſed, the Soldier may obtain 
your Ear. Jaab, the chief Commander of David's 
Army, addreſſed his Brother, and thoſe that were 
under their Command (juſt at the Beginning of a 
defenſive War againſt the Ammonites and Syrians) 
ſaying, Be of good Courage, and let us behave our- 
B 2 ſelves 
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Be of good Courage, faith Joab, and let us behave 


(6) 
ſelves valiantly for our People, and for the Cities of 
our God; and let the Lord do that which is good in 
his Sight. 


But before I proceed, I cannot forbear obſerving, 
with pleaſing Admiration, the perfect Union there 
was between Joab and his Brother, Abiſpai. When 


he had directed his Brother to engage the Aumonites, 


while he himſelf fought with the numerous Army 
of Syrians (their Mercenaries) he ſaid, F the Syri- 
ans be too ſtrong for me, thou ſhalt help me; but if 
the Children of Ammon be too ſtrong for thee, then 


T7 will help thee. Bleſſed Concord! What a Hap- 


pineſs is it to have a perfect Harmony amongſt the 
Commanders of an Army ! I may add, of Fleets and 
Armies, whenever they are appointed to act in Con- 
cert | Union in Counſels and Arms greatly promotes 
Succeſs ; the Want of it fruſtrates the moſt impor- 
tant Enterprizes. But this by the Way. 


True Valour is the Point we are firſt to conſider. 


ourſelves valiantly. What Advice could be more 
ſuitable to the Occaſion of a bold and hazardous 
Engagement? What could better prepare for Ac- 
tion, or carry them more bravely through it, than 
being of good Courage, and reſolving beforehand 
to behave themſelves valiantly ? True Valour is 
# diſtinguiſhing Excellence in a military Cha- 

| raCter, 
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rafter. Without it a Soldier is the worſt of Pol- 
: trons; he muſt unavoidably diſhonour the Arms 
7 he bears, and the Profeſſion he aſſumes. It is true 
s Valour we ſpeak of; not a ſavage Ferocity, not a 
brutal Rage, not an inſatiable Cruelty ; but a manly 

Greatneſs, à ſedate Firmneſs and Reſolution in the 
Midft of Danger; whereby a Man is not inſenſible 
to, yet above, the Fear of Danger: Not ſo fluttered 
and confounded by the moſt threatning Approach of 
it, as to loſe the Poſſeſſion of himſelf, and the Com- 
mand of his Underſtanding, but is capable of Re- 
collection, of judging what becomes a Perſon in his 
Station to do, and has the Preſence of Mind to exert 
all his Abilities in doing whatſoever can juſtly be 
expected from him. 8 


Much of this compoſed, unſhaken Firmneſs is 
_ owing to natural Conſtitution, or to Habit acquired 
by the Uſe of Arms. It pleaſeth the Author of 
Nature to beſtow on ſome Men a natural Intrepidi- 
ty, which leads them to ſeek Opportunities of great 
Actions, and never to be ſo much in their Element, 
as in the Midſt of Danger. The late Lord Craw- 
ford was of this martial Spirit. And it has been 
remarked of King William, (of glorious Memory) 
that he never ſeemed fo chearful and alert, as 
when moſt in military Action. The preſent King 
of Pruſſia ſeems poſſeſſed of the fame heroic Mind. 
His firm exalted Spirit is not to be broken, or fo 
much 
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„ our Ged. Their Country was invaded; their All 
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much as daunted, by all the croſs Events of War: 
And (through the Favour of Divine Providence) to 


what a glorious Height of Succeſs hath this invinci- 
ble Temper carried him ! 


A martial Habit (as obſerved) is likewiſe often 
acquired by the Uſe of Arms. Happy is it, that fre- 
quent Engagements familiariſe the Face of Danger, 
and wear off the Tremors that may ſeize the Spirits 
of the young Scldier, while raw and unexperienced. © 


Though ſome are by Nature of ſuch a weak and 
daſtardly Spirit, that nothing can inſpire them with 
Fortitude, yet the Affections of moſt Men are in- 
fluenced, and their Courage increaſed, by juſt No- 
tions of Things; by forming to themſelves a ſtriking 
Repreſentation of thoſe Circumſtances which loudly 
call them to the moſt vigorous Action. 


This leads us to conſider the great Inducement you 
have to exert your Courage to the utmoſt. Turn 
your Thoughts a Moment to what Foab ſuggeſts as 
a Motive to the Iſraelites, to behave themſelves 
valiantly. | 

He ſaith, Beof good Courage, and let us behave 
ic ourſelves valiantly, for our People, and for the Cities 


was in Danger; it was Time for them to ariſe and 
ſhew themſelves Men. It is no ſmall Support to a 
* Man's 


(9) 
Man's Spirits, in any Danger, to be well-affured that 
his Cauſe is good. The Iſraelites were not the Ag- 
greſſors. They did not, through Ambition, or Love | 
of Plunder, or in order to extend their Territory, 
unjuſtly attack their Neighbours. They were com- 
pelled to fight in Defence of all that was valuable 
and dear to them. Inſulted, aſſaulted, by a bar- 
barous powerful Enemy, they muſt either fight or 
periſh. 


And ſo muſt we. The Juſtice of our Cauſe pleads 
ſtrongly for the Uſe of Arms. The Breach of Trea- 
ties, both in America and Europe, renders the French 
perfidious Aggreſſors. They have ſhamefully violated 
the Treaties of Utrecht and A:x-la-Chapelle. To fay 
nothing of Limits not fully ſettled ; it is notorious, 
that the French have peopled a Part of Canada, or 
Nova Scotia, ceded to us by the former Treaty. They 


haue demoliſhed ſome of our Forts, and erected others 


within our Borders. They have deſtroyed many of 
our back Settlements, interrupted our Trade with 
the Indians, with whom we had a Right to traffick. 
They dared to ſeize, to impriſon, to ſend into*France 
ſome of our American Brethren, before we aſſaulted 
one of their Ships. They refuſed to evacuate the 
neutral Iſlands, and to refer the Buſineſs of ſettling 
the diſputed Limits to proper Commiſſioners, as bound 
by the Treaty of Aix. All this they have done in 
America: And in Europe have not ſcrupled, in the 
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Face of the whole World, to repair the Fortifications 
of Dunkirk, contrary to the Treaty of Utrecht. 
Theſe Facts are ſupported by ſufficient Evidence; and 
do certainly throw on the French all the Blame of the 
preſent War, which we were forced into, in Defence 
of our undoubted and invaluable Rights. * | 


It is therefore, Gentlemen, your Country's Cauſe 
which you are engaged to vindicate by your Arms; 


Not only to defend our foreign Plantations (which are 
of the higheſt Importance to their Mother Country) 
but your Native 1/e. Think, what you are called to 


behave yourſelves valiantly for ; and let it rouſe a 
patriotic Spirit in your Breaſts. 


You are not called to fight for Shadows ; for ſome 
worthleſs Badge of imaginary Honour ; for an arbi- 


trary Prince, a Tyrant, who impoſeth Tribute with- 


out Law, and the rigorous Obſervation of Popiſh per- 
ſecuting Bulls, who commands, who threatens, who 
ſeizes, who impriſons, and even baniſheth his Par- 
liament-, when they will not truckle to his impert- 
ous Will, You are not to fight for a worldly Hie- 


* Demoſthenes ſpeaks of Philip as being the firſt Ag- 
greſſor in the War between him and the Athenians, not 
becauſe he had directly and openly attacked them, but 
becauſe he had violated his Treaty with them, and taken 
ſuch Meaſures, as made it evident to all Obſervers, that 
he intended to throw off the Maſk of Friendſhip, ſo ſoon 
as he could aſſume the Character of an Enemy without 
leaving them the Means of Defence. 
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rarchy, made up of Superſtition and Falſhood, up- 
held by Ignorance, blind Zeal and Cruelty. You are 
not to hazard your Lives for a Country, where Con- 
ſcience is oppreſſed, your Property precarious, and 
your Perſons are enſlaved ; not for Cities fettered with 
Chains, or a People fond of Slavery, even when im- 
poveriſhed and depreſſed with a thouſand inſupportable 


} Impoſitions, 


For theſe let Frenchmen fight. They love the 
Yoke. They lick the Duſt of their Tyrant's Feet; 
and fawn upon him who treads upon their Necks. 
You, my Countrymen, have ſomething far more pre- 
cious to defend; a mild, though martial Prince; who 
governs by Law, and has never once ſtretched his 
Prerogative to the Oppreſſion of his Subjects; who 
is inflexibly true to his Royal Word, a Lover of his 
People, a Father to his Country. You are to fight 
for ſalutary Laws, which are the Security of your 
Perſons and Properties ; for the pureſt of all Reli- 


gions; for your Bible; a Treaſure of much more 


Value than a periſhing World ! You are to fight for 
your Liberties, civil and religious ; for a Country 
where you breathe the freeſt Air; enjoy the Privilege 
of unreſtrained Inquiry, the Right of private Judg- 
ment, the bleſſed Liberty of Speech, and of the 
Preſs, as well as of worſhipping God in that Way 
your own Judgments beſt approve. You are'to fight 
for a fruitful Country, abounding with all the Ne- 
cellaries, with many of the Conveniencies and Com- 
Cc 0 forts 
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forts of Life ; enriched by Agriculture, Trade and 
Commerce: For a happy Iſle, more effectually de- 
fended by the mighty Waters, and many floating 
Towers, than by Walls and Bulwarks : — for an 
I/and ſituated in a temperate, healthy Clime : —for 
@ Country full of Cities, Towns and Villages, made 
populous and wealthy by Freedom and Trade: — for 
a Country, whoſe numerous Inhabitants are induftri- 
ous, civilized, naturally brave, and Lovers of Li- 


berty. 


You are to fight for a Country, where no Man's 
Conſcience is oppreſſed; where popiſh Bulls and In- 


quiſitions are no Man's Terror; where the Fruits of 


every one's Induſtry are ſecure ; where Arts and 
Sciences abound ; where the Perſons of the Poor 
ag well as Rich, are protected; where the Laws of 
the Land are the Meaſure of Juſtice, both to the 
Magiſtrate and the meaneſt Subject. 


Theſe are the rich, ineſtimable Things for which 
you are to behave yourſelves valiantly. Will you not 
ſay (with Cicero to the Romans) “ We will either 
« live in the Poſſeſſion of theſe Bleſſings, or die for 
„ them?” Is not the bare Mention of them enough 
to awaken every latent Spark of Bravery in you? To 
rouſe your Zeal, and fire your Courage, when your 


Country is infulted, is attacked, by an ambitious, 


perfidious, cruel Adverſary, who hath been aiming 
at univerſal Monarchy above theſe hundred Years, 
| _ 
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leſs Orphans in it, are all (i. e. the contemptible few that 


(23 


and hath uſed a thouſand Devices of Fraud, Violence 


and Barbarity, in order to ſecure his favourite Point“ ? 
Who has ſtirred up the Indians to murder or ſcalp 
alive your Brethren in America; deſtroyed (as hinted 
above) many of our back Settlements ; demoliſhed 
the important Forts of Ofwego and Vi "Ry" 3 
taken from us the moſt valuable Iſland of Minorca, 
(through the Loſs of which many of our poor Ma- 
nufacturers are already ſtarving) has ſeized his Ma- 
jeſty's Hereditary Dominions in Germany; threatened 
to invade our Coaſts ; yea, to invade our native Coun- 
try, in order to ſubdue and poſſeſs this happy Iſle, to 
rob us of our Navigation, to deſtroy our Trade, to 
ſpread over the Land a worſe than Egyptian Darkneſs, 
to dethrone our gracious Sovereign, to ſet over us a 
Popiſh, petty Tyrant, and rivet on our Necks for 
ever the ponderous Yoke of Gallic Bondage ! 


And can you bear the Thought of tamely parting 
with your Royal Father? of parting with your Laws, 
| C 2 with 

* See the preſent State of Furie. 
| + Thanks be to God, that fince this was written, theſe 


lawleſs Plunderers, theſe mercileſs Incendiaries, who to their 


eternal Infamy burned the Hoſpital at Ze/!, with the help- 


remain in Arms are) driven back in a moſt miſerable Con- 
dition out of all the Hanoveriax Dominions ; where they 
have made their Name for ever abhorred by their Perkidy, 
by their rapacious and cruel Behaviour. 


: * 


* 
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has made us Britons, an enlightened, civilized, 


ternative (I ſay) ſo wide, fo horrible as this, lies full 


Eden, bebind as u deſolate W ulaernghs... Imagine you 
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with your Liberties ? of parting with your Trade, 
your Navy, your Independency ? of parting with 
the Proteſtant Religion? of parting with All that 


great and happy Nation ? with All, for which our 1 
Forefathers moſt freely expended fo much Blood and 
Treaſure ? : 


When the Alternative preſented to your Choice is 
Plenty or Want, a populous or depopulated Country, 
Cities flouriſhing or falling into Ruin, Britiſb Liberty 
or French Slavery, a Father of his Country or a Tyrant 
on the Throne, the Religion of the Nation Pro- 
teſtant or Popiſh; in a Word, a happy and glorious 
or miſerable and degraded Kingdom : When an Al- 


before you, will it not raiſe your Indignation againſt 
the perfidious Invader ? ; | 


Can you, Jus Britons, endure the Thought of 
ſeeing the horrid Effects of a French Invaſion, when 
tamely ſubmitted to ? Figure to yourſelves the Rage, 
the Brutality of Gallic Maroders. Behold them, like 
a Swarm of hungry Locuſts, ravaging your delightful 
Country, which before them is like” the Garden, of 


ſee the. Paleneſs and Horror of every Female Counte- 
nance ; that you hear the Shrieks and Lamentations 
of a defencleſs Multitude ; that you fee all who can 
make no Reſiſtance, flying with Amazement from 
Cities 
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Cities and Villages to the Woods for Shelter, leaving 
their dear Habitations, their Treaſure, their Al, to 
the Ravage of foreign Plunderers. Imagine you ſee 
your Neighbours, your Friends, your Kindred purſued 
by Thouſands of theſe blood-thirſty inhuman French- 
men ; that you ſee your venerable aged Parents 
butchered, your Virgin Daughters deflowered, your 
very Wives firſt proſtituted, then cruelly murdered, 
and it may be, your tender Infants daſhed againſt the 
Stones |! 


Will not the leaſt Idea of this dreadful Scene pro- 
voke your Emulation, Who ſhall act the braveſt Part? 
Will it not call up all the Man within you ? Will it 
not even make a Coward fight againſt the French ? 
Eſpecially when he calls to mind, how often Britons 
have ſubdued the Gallic Power. 


How Edward III. defeated Philip at Creſh, 1345, 
when the French were above three to one againſt the 
Engliſh : Edward leaving the Work and Glory of the 
Day to his heroic Son, why called the Black Prince, 
then a Youth of Seventeen, * 


How (eleven Years after) this valiant Prince, with 
ten or twelve thouſand Men, defeated ſixty (ſome ſay 
a hundred) thouſand French at Poictiers, + and took 
John, the King of France, and his youngeſt Son, 
Friſaners, The , Speech with which our 

Prince 


* Granville's Synop. Part 3. p. 7, + Rap. Granville, 
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Prince addreſſed his Handful of Men before that glo- 
rious Action, well deſerves your Notice. He told 


them, that Victory depended not on Numbers, but 


4 on Bravery ; that for his own Part, he was re- 


« ſolved to conquer, or die; and would not expoſe 
« his Country to the Diſgrace of paying his Ran- 
« ſom.” 


How Henry V. with a ſmall Body of Men, defeated, 
at the Battle of Agincourt, 1415, a numerous French 
Army: our own Writers make the Diſproportion above 
ten to one : The French themſelves allow, they were 
four times ſuperior to the Engliſb in Number; and in 


Condition the Difference was greater, the French being 


in Health, Fulneſs and Vigour, the Engliſb in Want 
of Proviſions, afflicted with the Bloody-Flux, and 
greatly fatigued with a long and dreadful March. Yet 
they utterly routed the French in a very ſignal and 
glorious Manner ; nor did our Hero ſheath his Sword 


till he had conquered all the Kingdom of France. 


Thus while an Engliſhman can remember theGlory 
which our Nation won at Creſfy, Poictiers, and Agin- 


eourt, let him never be afraid of a Frenchman ; much 


leſs, when he recounts the later Triumphs of Marl. 


Dorough: Who, in ten glorious Campaigns, never 
beſieged a Town, which he did not take, nor fought 


2 Battle he did not win. Who never once 
retreated through ** of the French; was never 


ſurpried, 
a e Synop, Part 3. p. 45. Nazi. 
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furprized, or caught by any of their Wiles, but was 
always victorious, till he had opened his Way even 
to the Metropolis of France: Who fo thoroughly 
humbled the proudeſt Monarch of the Age, that if 
by the generous Peace of Utrecht we had not made a 
Compliment of the precious Fruits of all his Victories, 
the vaſt ambitious Views of France might have been 
cloſed perhaps for ever. * | 


Should you ſay, It is not ſafe to hold an Enemy in 
Contempt ? — we grant it. But yet remember what 
your Countrymen have done; what they did at Blen- 
heim, 1704. What they did at Ramillies, 1706. 
What at Oudenarde, 1708. where our preſent Sove- 
reign (then but a very young Soldier) fought as a Vo- 
lunteer, with diſtinguiſhed Heroiſm and Succeſs. 
What they did at Dettingen, 1743, where the ſame 
great Prince, whom you have now the Happineſs to 
ſerve, led on his Forces, and fought his Way through 
all Oppoſition and imminent Danger. es 

OE Review 
* Poltaire, in his Life of Lewis XIV. acknowledgeth this 
Peace was the Revival of the Power of that Monarch, 
from a very depreſſed Condition. 

Marquis de Torcy, Secretary to Lewis XIV. in his Me- 
moirs of the Negotiations from the Treaty of Ryfwick ta 
the Peace of Utrecht, owns, that Lewis begged hard for 
Peace, even under the heavieſt Conditions ; — © that the 
Peace was advantageous to France.” —— That after the 


© Battle of Oudenarde, France had liketo have been obliged 
* toſubmit to the hardeſt Conditions of Peace, if God, after 


' humbling his Majeſty, ( * ) had not blinded his 
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Review the Valour which your Countrymen, under 
the Command of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland, diſplayed at Fontenoi, 1745, I ſpeak to 


| ſome of thoſe brave Men who compoſed a Phalanx 


which all the French Army, though vaſtly numerous, 


and fighting under the Eye of their Monarch, could 


never break, till it was diſconcerted by the Enemies 
Cannon, after they deſpaired of Victory, and were 


preparing to fly. * 


Remember theſe Exploits, and let your Hearts be 
animated thereby with the Hope of future Conqueſt. 


If Britons have twice conquered France, and fo 
often defeated the numerous Armies of that Nation 
If we have fo much to loſe, and ſuch dreadful Ruin 


to expect, provided we act a cowardly, or a treache- 


rous Part: O! what Infamy, what inexpreſſible Diſ- 
grace ſhall we bring on ourſelves, and on our Country, 
by ſo doing! Let it never be ſaid, That we thro? 


 « Cowardice, or any corrupt Principle, cut off the 


c Entail of Britiſb Liberty and Greatneſs from our 
« Children, and wickedly gave them to a Nation that 
once feared, that always envied, until it utterly 
« enflayed us.” When on the contrary it would be 
ſo glorious to contend, to bleed, and (if it muſt be 
ſo) to die in ſuch a Cauſe : For a brave and gracious 

Sove- 


Voltaire, on the War in 1741. 
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Sovereign, for the Proteſtant Religion, for Civil and 
Religious Liberty (that precious Jewel !) for our dear 
fruitful Country, for our ſpacious opulent Cities, for 
our Parents, our Wives, our Children, for all our 
Relatives, Friends, and Countrymen |! In ſuch a Cauſe 
how glorious would it be (I fay) to conquer, or to 
die ! 


But in all our warlike Preparations, and Attempts, 


we ſhould pay a religious Deference to the over-ruling 


Providence of God. 


We are taught to do this by the pious Regard 
which Joab pays to the Lord of Hoſts, on the folemn 
Occaſion before mentioned. 


When he had ſaid, Be of good Courage, let us 
e behave ourſelves valiantly for our People, and for 
cc the Cities of our God,” he adds, And let the 
« Lord do that which is good in his Sight.” This 
ſheweth the Soldier, that Religion becomes a Perſon of 
the greateſt Valour : And, I hope, it will appear 
quickly, that true Valour may be greatly promoted 
by a proper Attention to the Deity. The Saying, 
Let the Lord do that which is good in his Sight, ex- 
cludes all vain Confidence in ourſelves. It is an 
Acknowledgment that the greateſt Skill, Fortitude, 
and Force cannot command Succeſs; that the Race 


is not always to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong: 
But that unforeſeen Events, known only to God, and 


D ſecretly 


. 
* mn A * if 
* * 


0 | 
ſeeretly conducted by his Hand, may fruſtrate the 
moſt promiſing Enterprizes : That the Iſſues of War 
are with the Lord : That all Things are at his Diſ- 


poſal : That it is nothing with him to fave by many 
or by few; to overthrow the Strong, or deliver the 


Weak: That he ftrengtheneth the ſpailed againſt the 
ſtrong; ſo that the ſpoiled ſhall come againſt the For- 
treſs *. That we ought to refer our Cauſe to him, 
to do with us as ſeemeth good in his Sight; believing 


and profeſſing, that he hath a ſovereign Right, as 
well as Power, to do ſo; and that he has both J/i/- 


dom and Goodneſs to do what is beſt. 


It ſuppoſeth not only a deep Senſe of our abſolute 
Dependence on God, but an intire Submiſſion to 
his holy Will, together with a ſuppliant Eye to his 
Favour, and an bumble unwavering Confidence 
therein. 


This our Duty and Intereſt call for. Without 
this we ſhall diſhonour and offend God: And with- 
out the Favour and Protection of God, we are 


utterly loſt, When the Jfraelites fought againſt the 


Hoſt of Midian, their valiant Leader directed them ta 


cry out, The Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon! And 


David faith, In the Name of our God will we ſet up 
our Banners. Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in 
Horſes, but we will remember the Name of the Lord 
our God: i. e. to make it our Confidence. 


Amos v. 9 


When 
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When Henry V. was encouraging his little Army, 
before the ever memorable and glorious Action of 
Agincourt, he told them, That Victories did not 
« depend on Numbers, but on Bravery, and the 
& Aſfiſtance of God, in whom he exhorted them chiefly 


& to put their Truſt.” And then with a chearful 
Countenance he commanded them to begin the Battle 


in the Name of God. The Iflue was worthy of ſuch 
a pious Introduction: It was Glory and Triumph. 


Permit me to add a few Obſervations grounded 
upon what has been already faid. 


I. Every Soldier ſhould fortify his Heart againſt 
the Dangers of War, by proper Reflections. 


He ſhould conſider his Profeſſion is that of Arms: 
He ſhould conſider what all the World expects of a 
Man of his Profeſſion ; what Honour or Diſgrace 
will attend him, according as he acts up, or contrary, 
to his military Character. He ſhould impreſs his 
Mind with the glorious Examples of the Valiant: 


Frequently conſider what extraordinary Feats have 
been often done by intrepid Courage, rather than by 


Numbers: How famous for this noble Quality Britons 
have formerly been. You, Gentlemen, who are to 
fight our Battles, ſhould carefully reflect what you 


owe to your worthieft of Sovereigns; what to your 
dear native Country ; what has been laid before you, 
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reſpecting how much you are intereſted in the Iſſue of 
this War ; or what is at Stake, which you have now 
to win or loſe, Conſider, how highly you will be 
loved, honoured, careſſed by your Countrymen, if 
you are the Inftruments of their Deliverance from a 
falſe, ambitious, ſubtle, cruel Adverſary; how much 
you will be reproached and hated, if by your Trea- 
chery or Cowardice you are the Means of their 
Deſtruction. 


Let it alſo have its Weight wih you (if chere is 
any Neceſſity) that you ſerve a Royal Maſter, ſo 


tender of his Country, ſo averſe to all treacherous 
and cowardly Behaviour, that he will not ſuffer you 


to eſcape, if you ſhould incur the juſt Penalty of the 


martial Law. 


TI. He that deſires to be a hardy, 1 Soldier, 
ought to be virtuous. 


Lewdneſs, Luxury, and ſenſual Pleaſure tend to 
weaken the bodily Strength and Spirits; to render a 


Man feeble, effeminate and daſtardly. How does all 


Manner of Debauchery unfit a Soldier for the Hard - 
ſhips of a Campaign? to bear the Severity of all 


Weathers, the Fatigue of long or haſty Marches, 


the Mortification of a coarſe or ſcanty Diet, the 
Watching, Hunger, and Sufferings of a long and 


Are 
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Are Rakes, are Fops, are Libertines (devoted to 
Eaſe and Senſuality) at all likely to become our brave 
Defenders ? Men that have impaired their Vigour by 
Exceſs ; that have made themſelves ſoft with all 

Manner of Delicacy; perhaps needy, by Gaming or 
x Profuſion; and, in their moral Character, infamous 
1 by their abominable Vices: Are theſe the Men that 
can be ſuppoſed to have any nice Senſe of Honour, 
or Love of real Glory; to have a high public Spirit, 
and an ardent Zeal for their Country's Welfare; to 
reject all Bribes with Diſdain, to endure with Patience 
the greateſt Hardſhips for the Defence of their Coun- 
try, and to meet all Manner of Danger with an un- 
daunted Firmneſs ? Such Men are more likely to 
betray their Cauſe, to ſell their Country, to faint in 
Action, or run away from Danger: At leaſt, I may 

ſay, much more likely to do any of theſe infamous 
Things, than the ſober and virtuous Soldier; who by 
Temperance is ſtrong and vigorous ; by the Habit of 
Labour and Suffering firm and hardy ; by good Prin- 
- ciples uncorrupt, loyal, inflamed with the Love of 
his Country, of her Religion, of her Liberties, Laws 
and Government; who does not ſo much as wiſh to 
ſurvive the Loſs of theſe ineftimable Bleſſings, nor is 
to be allured by the Offer of the moſt ſplendid Sla- 
very to betray them into the Enemies Hands. God 
grant us ſuch Soldiers as theſe, 


T III. He 
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III. He that goeth to War ſhould be careful to 
join Piety to Courage, if he would proſper therein. 


Doing this is no leſs than putting himſelf under 
the Care and Conduct of infinite Wifdom, Power 


and Goodneſs : Of him that made and governs the 


World. It is making the Lord of Hoſts, the Giver 
of Victory, his Friend and Protector, who can eaſily 
confound the Counſel, intimidate the Heart, unbrace 
the Arm, and fruſtrate all the Attempts of the Ene- 
my; can eaſily command the Elements and Seaſons, 
and numberleſs other Circumſtances, even during the 
Engagement, to conſpire againſt him, and iflue in 
his Deſtruction. The very Heathens believed this; 
of whom it is obſervable, that they conſulted, in- 


voked *, and offered Sacrifices to their Gods, before 


they entered into War, or began any great Action. 
And ſhall we, who are favoured with ſo much ſupe- 
rior Light and Grace, fall ſhort of Pagan Piet? 
Shall we begin our Battles with Oaths and Curſes, 

(for which the Engliſb Soldiers, I am ſorry to ſay it, 


have been ſo remarkable) inſtead of a devout Ejacula- 


tion of the Heart to God ? 
| If 


* Ds Vs, Quirites, precari, vencrari, atque 
implorare debetis : ut quam urbem julcberrimam, flareuti/f 


mam, potentiſimamque eſſe voluerunt, hanc omnibus hoſlium 
copiis terra marique ſuperatis, defendant. 
Cic, con. Cat, Or. 2. 


(25) 


If he is the Lord of Hoſts, and gives the Victory 
to whomſoever he pleaſeth, you ſhould pray, that he 
would graciouſly go forth with your Hoſts ; that he 
would preſerve you from all Surprize or ſudden Pan- 
nic, that he would inſpire you with undaunted Cou- 
rage and Vigour in Action, cover your Heads in the 
Day of Battle, and ſuffer no Weapon that is formed 
againſt you to proſper. You ſhould be far from all 
vain Confidence in your Numbers, Strengh, Situation, 
Sc. ſince the Lord, the God of Heaven and Earth, 
declares, ® Curſed is the Man that truſteth in Man, 
and maketh Fleſh his Arm, whoſe Heart departeth from 
the Lord. The mighty God ſhould be duly regard- 

ed, for, 3 


IV. True Piety is the greateſt _ to real 
Courage. 


L It is fo in two Reſpects. As a firm Reliance on 
f Almighty God for Deliverance is fixing the Hope of 
Victory on the moſt ſolid Baſis. This is loſing all our 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency in the boundleſs Perfec- 
tion of that Being, before whom all Nations are but 
as the ſmall Duſt in the Balance. It is doing more 
than relying on the Skill or Valour of a great Com- 
mander ; it is ftrengthening the Heart with the Hope 
of his Affiftance, whoſe Counſel is unerring, and his 
Jeremiah xvii. 5. 
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Arm irreſiſtible. The Proſpect of divine Aid was 
preſented to the //rae/ites, as an Excitement of their 
Hope and Courage; Deut. xx. 3. Hear, O Iſrael, 
you approach this Day unto Battle againſt your Enemies: 
let not your Hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, 
neither be ye terrified becauſe of them. For the Lord 
your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you 
againſt your Enemies, to ſave you. The Soldier that 
hath this divine Confidence, is far more likely to 
poſſeſs his Faculties, and diſplay his Manhood in the 
Time of Danger, than he whoſe Truſt is only in an 
Arm of Fleſh. 


But true Piety does more than what is hinted above. 
It tends to make the Soldier fearleſs of Death. He 
does not only hope in One who can, if he pleaſeth, 
preſerve him in the hotteſt of the Battle, but in the 
ſupreme Diſpoſer of his eternal State; who can make 
Death, to him, a Paſſage to everlaſting Glory and 
Bleſſedneſs. Sin is the Sting of Death. A Senſe of 
Guilt makes the Proſpect of it terrible ; but Hope 
in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who gives 


the real Chriſtian the Victory over Death, inſpires 


the pious Soldier with a noble Contempt of it. This 
fortifies his Heart againſt the Power of Danger, fo 


that he fears not Man, wha after he has killed the Body, 


has no more that he can do; he fears him not, becauſe 
he fears and hopes in him, who guards the Juſt, 
who faves for ever the dying Saint. Who faith to 
his Servant, I wil never leave thee, therefore be not 

| afraid 
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efraid of what Man can ds unto ther, When others 


are terrified at the Mention of the Confederates that 


are againſt them, he fears not, becauſe he ſanctiſſes 
the Lord of Hoſts, males him his Fear and has 
Dread, and doubts not but he will be his Sanctuary *. 
Whereas the wicked flee when no Man purſueth : but 
the Righteous are bold as a Lion T. They may ſay, 
God is our Refuge and Strength, a very preſent Help 
in Trouble ; therefore will we not fear, though the 
Earth be removed, and though the Mountains be carried 


into the Midſt of the Sea ; though the Waters thereof 


roar and be troubled, tho the Mountains ſhake with the 
Swelling thereof | \. 


As an eminent Writer ſaith |, „ What a glorious 


4 Foundation is this for Fortitude, in every honour- 
tc able Cauſe ? What Strength of Mind muſt that 
Hope give to every good Man upon Apprehenſions 


cc of Death, or any of the Evils that lead to it?“ 


Inſpired with this Hope, therefore, he enters on 


Action, as the brave and pious Col. Gardiner did, 


not with a dejected or a furious Spirit, but with a 


| ſedate, heroic Bravery ; being ſure at all Hazards, 
to reap abundant Glory from behaving himſelf va- 


®* Ifaiah viii. 12, 13. + Proverbs xxvili, 1; 
t Pfalm xlvi. 
Si fradtus illabatur orbis, 


I Dr. Hutcheſon's Mor. Phil. Vol. 1. p. 223. 


Impavidum ferient ruinæ. Hor, Lib, 3. Od. 3. 
E liantly, 
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liantly ; to obtain an earthly Triumph, if he con- 
quers the Enemy; or if he falls, to riſe again to a 
Crown of celeſtial Glory. 


But as hoping in a Holy God, without partaking 
of his Holineſs, is Preſumption, let me add, 


V. If you deſire, chat the Lord would go forth 
with your Hoſts or Fleets, you muſt ſerve him by a 
Life of Faith and Holineſs. 


IV hen the Ht goeth forth again thy Enemies, ther 


keep thee from every wicked Thing *. How proper was 
this Advice? It is equally proper zow, though fir/t 


given ſome thouſand Years ago. Every Soldier that 
would have God for his Safeguard, muſt put away all 
Senſuality and Wickedneſs : for this is ſo offenſive 


to him, that David faith, If I regard Iniquity in my 


Heart, the Lord will not bear me f. Inſtead of pro- 
fane Swearing and Curſing, inſtead of Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonneſs, inſtead 
of diſordered Appetites and Paſſions, inſtead of Un- 
righteouſneſs towards Men, or Impiety towards God, 
there muſt be found in the Soldier's Character, ſtrict 
Sobriety, Rightcouſneſs and real Religion. This the 
the Grace of God, revealed in the Gopſel, ſhould 
effectually teach you. Your Faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriji muſt produce the good Fruits of Holineſs, and 


your 


Deut. xxiii. g. + Pfalm Ixvi. 13. 
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your whole Conduct adorn your Profeſſion of Chrif- 


tianity. You ought to be an Example one to another, 


not only in ſubmitting to military but religious Diſ- 
7 cipline : more eſpecially ſhould all thoſe of ſuperior 
Rank be Examples of what is virtuous and praife- 
worthy to their Inferiors. The Example of thoſe, 
whether good or bad, will have a great Effect on 
theſe. All ſhould fear God, as well as honour the 
King. If you defire the Protection of Heaven, that 
the Almighty would keep you from falling in the Day 
of Battle, you ought to ſerve him with your whole 
Heart. You ſhould from this Day repent and reform. 
If your former Conduct has been ane continued War- 
fare againſt God, how can you imagine that he will 
fight for you, when your Enemies come upon you? 
The ſober and religious alone can juſtly aſpire ta the 
Hope of divine Protection. 


If by their moral Excellencies all our Soldiers op- 
poſe to contrary Qualities in their Enemies (as the 
Roman Orator obſerves) * « Modeſty of Temper to 

E 2 Wan- 


Ex bac enim parte pudor pugnar, illinc petulantia; binc 
pudicitia, illine fluprum ; hinc fades, illinc fraudatio ; hin: 
Pietat, illinc ſcelus ; hinc conflantia, illinc furor ; binc ho. 
neftas, illinc turpitudo; hinc continentia, illinc hbids ; hinc 
denique æquitas, temperantia, fortitude, prudentia, wirtutes 
ommes certant cum iniquitate, cum luxuria, cum ignavid, cum 
temeritate, cum vitiis omnibus : ——— In bujuſmodi cer- 
famine ac prælio, nmne, etiamſi hominum fludia deficiant, 
Dit ipſi immortales cogent ab his preclariſſimis virtutibus tot 
et tanta vitia ſuperari ? Cic. Or. 2. in Cat. 


—_ a . 9 we. A 
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© Wantonneſs, Chaſtity of Manners to Lewdneſs, 
« Faithfulneſs to Fraud, Piety to Irreligion, Firmneſs 
© of Mind to Fury, a nice Senſe of Honour to Baſe- 
« neſs of Heart, Self- government to unreſtrained Luft: 
© If they oppoſe Juſtice, Temperance, Fortitude, Pru- 
« dence, to Injuſtice, Luxury, Cowardice, Raſhneſs : 
© In a Word, if they oppoſe all Virtues to all Vices, 
they will have the faireſt Proſpect of Succeſs that 
© can ariſe from their Behaviour : For where there is 
© ſuch an Oppoſition of Characters, tho human Skill 
6 and Endeavour ſhould by Chance be any way de- 
« feftive, yet may it not be expected, that Almighty 
© God will interpoſe to render ſo many excellent. 
© Virtues triumphant over ſo many and ſuch odious 
© Vices? 


This ſingular Paſſage well deſerves the moſt ſerious 
Attention of every Gentleman in the Army or Navy. 


To ſuch I would conclude this Addreſs, with ob- 
ſerving, there is ſomething of infinitely greater Mo- 
ment to you all, my dear Countrymen ! than what 
relates to this periſhing World, or the immediate 
Efef of an Engagement with the Enemy: whether 
this ſhould be Victory or Death. There is an eternal 
State of Happineſs or Miſery before you all. Your 
Souls are to be ſaved or loſt for ever: And what Pro- 
fit ſhall a Man have, if he gain the whole World, and 
doſe his awn Soul ? 


have 


8 
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I have been exciting you to act the Part of good 
Soldiers to your P rince 3 it 18 yet of infinitely higher 


4 | Moment to you, to become the good Soldiers of Je- 
x 2 Chriſt. I wiſh to God, I could perſuade you (if 
1 yet unperſuaded) to this. The Son of God hath 


given himſelf for you; He put ſuch a Value on your 
Souls, as to lay down his precious Life for their 
Salvation. And is it a light Matter with you, whe- 
ther they are for ever ſaved, or for ever loſt? I follow _ 
you, my Friends, in Idea, to the Field of Battle, 


where, in a few Hours (after Action is begun) the 


Rage of War, it is poſſible, may ſpill your Blood, 
and ſcatter your Dimbs, a horrid Spectacle to a ten- 
der Eye ; but with infinitely greater Concern do I 
think (in ſuch a Caſe) what will become of your 


precious Souls for Eternity. My Bowels yearn for 


the immortal Part of your Nature. O conſider, e er 
it be too late, how exceeding great the Love of God 
is! how tender the Compaſſion of Feſus for this 


ever · enduring Part! Deſpiſe not therefore your own 
Souls. Slight not the Grace of God. Abuſe not 


the Patience of Heaven. Defer not to ſecure the 


one Thing needful. Pray for the Holy Spirit. Live 


no longer unto yourſelves, but unto Chriſt, who has 
given himſelf for you; Fight the good Fight of Faith, 
that you may finiſh your Warfare with Joy. Under 
the Banner of 7e/us, the Captain of your Salyation, 


(32) 
you may fight with Safety, and the lively Hope of 
Succeſs againſt all the Powers of Darkneſs ; for 
If you are his faithful Soldiers, he will give you 
the Victory, and crown you with Glory that fadeth 
not away. 
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A PRAYER for a SOLDIER, 
to be uſed at any Time by SEA or LAND. 


2 \ Moſt perfect and glorious God, I believe that 

() thou art, and that thou art the Rewarder of 
all them that diligently ſeek thee. Thou haſt made 
the Heavens and the Earth, and all Things that are 
therein, whether viſible or inviſible ; to anſwer the 
Purpoſes of thy wiſe and gracious Pleaſure they are 
created, By thy Almighty Power all "Things are 
upheld and preſerved in that Order and Beauty in 
which we behold them. Nothing can ſubſiſt without 
thy Energy, or proſper without thy Bleſſing. Man 
liveth not by Bread alone, but by every Word which 
proceedeth out of thy Mouth. The Seaſons return 
by thy Appointment, they are fruitful and healthy 
only becauſe thou makes them ſo. The Earth is full 
of thy Riches, and thou crowneſt the Year with thy 
Mercy. Our Lives are continued, our Wants ſup- 
plied, and our Comforts rendered numerous by thy 
overflowing Goodneſs. I praiſe thee for the Share of 
good Things, which thy bountiful Providence affords 
me, and for thy Protection Day and Night. 


Greatly am I aſhamed, that I have been no more 
thankful for thy manifold Mercies ; no more faithful 
in the right Improvement of my Time and Talents; 


that 


. 
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chat by many Offences I have diſhonoured thee, my 


ſupreme Benefactor; But through the Riches of thy 
Grace, in Chriſt Jeſus, and the Promiſes of thy 
holy Word, I am encouraged to hope for Mercy ; 
in the precious Name of thy dear Son, I implore thy 


tender Pity ; I aſk for, though unworthy to receive 


the Pardon of all my Sins, how great, numerous, or 
aggravated ſoever they have been: and beſeech that 
no Temptation may happen to m2, but ſuch as is 
common to Men, that with every Temptation a Way 
may be found out, that I may eſcape. 


Senſible of the Weakneſs and Corruption of my 
Fleſh, of the Power of worldly Temptation, and of 
the Devices of Satan; I entreat that I may be 
ftrengthened with Might by thy Spirit in the inward 
Man. Preſerve me, O Lord, from all real Evil. 


Order my Lot in Mercy. Grant I may ſerve thee 


with all good Conſcience. May not my Employment 
be a Snare to me; may I never do a cruel or unjuſt 
Thing, to gratify private Revenge, or a covetous 


| Humour. May I be content with my Wages. May 


I be of a peaceable Diſpoſition, yet have Courage to 
acquit myſelf on all Occaſions, as a good Soldier. 


May I never be afraid of Man, who after he has 


killed the Body, has no more that he can do ; but 
may I always fear thee, the moſt High God, who 
after thou haſt killed the Body, art able to » cy 
both * and Soul i in Hell. 

May 
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May I be loyal to my Sovereign, and faithful to 
my Country ; may thy Bleſſing crown his Reign, and 
abundantly enrich our nation. May no Weapon that 
is formed againſt either of them proſper. Thou, 
O Lord, art the righteous Diſpoſer of all Events, 
ſuffer us not to be cloathed with Shame, by turning 
our Backs upon our Enemies. May I praiſe thee, 
whether it is by Life or by Death. May the Love 
of Righteouſneſs and the Fear of thy diſpleaſure, 
ever preſerve me from ſinning againſt thee; and when 
I ſhall have ſerved thee piouſly, and my King and 
Country with Honour to the End of my Days, may 
I be admitted into thy Heavenly Kingdom, and re- 
ceive a Crown of Glory prepared for all them, that 
love thee, through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt: Who hath taught us to ſay, Our Father 
who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy 
Kingdom come; thy Will be done on Earth, as it is 
done in Heaven; give us this Day our daily Bread; 


forgive us our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us, and lead us not into Temptation, but 
deliver us frem Evil; for thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever. Amen. 


P A PRAYER 


x 


. 8 — * — 
—— . ⅛ !.. coat ge oo 


© * -- 
LM fn, Be — 
- « ay 2 — 


e — 
YA SAC LY 


* 22 4 — - — 
— 


2 
"E345 
on 2 I. + = " 
— — . 2 * 
e 


— 
— 


N. NE 


— 
= 
4 


r a 
— 4 * 22 — — — 
- a — 


2 * 3 
- - 4 5 
my 3 
— 


* 1 


9 we eu ——— - E264 = - * 
ä 
AY 3 1 6 T + 2 


(636) 


4 PRAYER to be uſed by a SOLDIER 
before an Engagement by SEA or LAND. 


Moſt mighty and merciful God, the Glory 
() of thy Perfections e:cceds all our finite Com- 
prehenſions ; the Heavens and the Earth are the 
Work of thy Hands. Thou haſt created every living 
Thing ; the Earth is thine, 2nd the Fulneſs thereof. 
Thou art the moſt High, who ruleſt among the 
Kingdom of Men, and giveſt it to whomſoever thou 
wilſt; thy Dominion is an everlafiing Dominion, and 
thy Kingdom from Generation to Generation; all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as nothing 
before thee; thou doſt according to thy Will in the 
Army of Heaven, and amongſt the Inhabitants of the 
Earth, and none can ſtay chine Hand, or ſay unto 


thee, what doſt thou? All thy Works are Truth, 


And thy Ways Judgment, and thoſe that walk in 
Pride thou art able to abaſe. 


Thou art the Lord of Hoſts, and the Iſſues of 
War are with thee ; it is nothing with thee to ſave 
by many or by few; the Race is not to the ſwift, 
or the Battle to the ſtrong, but thou giveſt Victory 
to whomfoever thou pleafeit, Thou haſt all Means 
of Succeſs in thy Power. All Circumſtances, which 
we call Accidents, are forcknown to thee, and ſub- 
ject 
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je to thy diſpoſing Will; for thou ſeeſt the End 
from the Beginning, thou declares from antient Times 
the Things that are not yet done; thou ſayeſt, my 
Counſel ſhall ſtand, I will do all my Pleaſure. I 
acknowledge that he is curſed that truſteth in an 
Arm of Fleſh; there is no King ſaved by the Mul- 
titude of an Hoſt, a mighty Man is not delivered by 
much ſtrength ; a Horſe is a vain Thing for Safety, 
neither ſhall he deliver any by his great Strength; 
but the Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, 
upon them that hope in his Mercy, to deliver their 
Lives from Death. 


O Lord, I beſeech thee go forth with our Hofts, - 
(or with our Fleets ; if uſed by a Perſon at Sea) and 
now they are going to engage the Enemy, may we 
more eſpecially keep ourſelves from every wicked 
thing. Give Wiſdom, Union, and Courage to thoſe 
who command; give Reſolution, Alacrity, Firmneſs 
and Effect to as many as obey. May we all acknow- _ 
ledge thee, O Lord; and while we exert every hu- 
man Faculty to the utmoſt of our Power, may we 
ultimately put our Truſt in thee. In the critical 
Time of Action do thou graciouſly order ſuch Ac - 
cidents, as Men can neither foreſee nor controul, & 
as to favour our Arms; the Elements obey thy ſo- 
vereign Will ; the Counſels and Spirits of Men are 
even in the moſt ſudden Emergencies ſubject to thy 
divine Influence. Thou canſt eaſily guide or infa- 
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tuate the Underſtanding ; thou canſt diffuſe the moſt 
undaunted Courage, or violent Panick throughout a 
whole (Army) (or Fleet.) Thou canſt enable one 
to chaſe a hundred, and a hundred to put ten thouſand 
to flight. Vouchſafe, O mighty God, to beſtow on 
us thy ſovereign Favor, in Proportion as we may 
need it. May we all acquit ourſelves like Men, in 
Behalf of our King, our People, and the Cities of 
our God ; and may thy over-ruling Proyidence make 
us Inſtruments of repelling the Wickedneſs and Vio- 
lence of our Enemies ; of defending our gracious 
Sovereign, our happy Government, our Religion, 
Laws and Liberties. O ſuffer not the Ignorance 
and Corruption of Popery, the Miſeries of French 
Tyranny and Cruelty to overſpread our Land. 


Thou haſt often ſaved us from Popery and Slavery, 
when our Religion and Liberties have been in the 
moſt imminent Danger. For theſe Deliverances I 
magnify thy Name; and encouraged by this Expe- 
rience of thy Mercy to our Land, I implore the 
Continuance of thy ſpecial Protection. 


May none of us ruſh into Pattle without a reli- 
gious Fear of thy Name, O God; without ſeeking 
Mercy at thy Hands; and having fought it in a 
proper Manner, may we rather die than cowardly 
or treacherouſiy vive up our Cauſe and Country ta 
our inveierate Enemies. We are now going to 

Action, 


— 
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Action, the Event of which thou only canſt fore- 
know: If thou ſeeſt meet, may I and my Fellow- 
Soldiers be preſerved and crowned with Victory : but 
if it ſhall be my Lot to fall, may others be enabled 
to vindicate the Cauſe of my dear Country, May 
all my Sins be blotted out by the Blood of Chrift, 
thy well-beloved Son, that if I die, it may not only 
be in the Bed of martial Honour, but in Jeſus; and 
ſo may the Death of thy Servant be the Means of 
his Advancement- to everlaſting Glory and Bleſſed- 
neſs: All which I moſt humbly aſk in the Name 
of my Redeemer, concluding my Requeſts according 
to his Inſtructions, Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
&c. 
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To all that are intereſted in the Succeſs of our 
CounsSELS and ARMS. 


IN what has been offered to the Gentlemen of the 
Army and Navy, from a Spirit of Religion and 
Loyalty, I have touched on the Nature of true 
Valour ;—on the great Inducement they have to exert 

it, in Defence of ſo many Bleſſings; — and on ge- 
nuine Piety, with which their Courage ſhould be tinc- 
tured, ſhould be animated, ſhould be always conduct- 
ed. I have endeavoured to excite in them an undaunt- 
ed Reſolution, an heroic Bravery in the Cauſe of their 
King and Country, and to lead their Thoughts to 2 
higher Object than human Power, by whoſe Aid 
alone Succeſs can be inſured. 


But I ſhould think it a great Omiſſion to reſt here, 
not to addreſs myſelf to Perſons of all Ranks, of 


every other Profeſſion, in order to engage their Con- 
currence in ſeeking the common Good, 


If there is a wiſe and righteous God above, who 
mncreaſeth the Nations, and deſtroyeth them ; who enlarg- 
eth the Nations, and ftraiteneth them again; who pro- 
ſpereth or puniſheth, according as Righteouſneſs or 
Iniquity aboundg in the Body of the People ;—prevail- 
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ins Wickedneſs, if found in the Bulk of the Nation, 
may draw down a Curſe on our Councils and Arms. Our 
Miniſters of State, and our Soldiery, are but a ſmall 
Part of the Nation, therefore the former may be wiſe, 
the latter valiant, and yet the Iniquities of the Nation 
may withhold good Things from it, and, finally, be 
the Cauſe of its Deſtruction. 


This ſhews the Neceſſity of attending to ſomething 
more than the Courage and Conduct of our Soldiery ; 
namely, to the Manners of all Ranks of People. 


Permit a Fellow-Citizen, therefore, prompted by no 
worſe a Principle than that of Loyalty to the beſt of 
Sovereigns, of Love to you, my dear Countrymen, 
and of Piety towards Almighty God; permit me, I 


pray, to plead with you in behalf of injured Heaven, 


and of your bleeding Country ; to urge you with af- 
fectionate Importunity, to break off your Sins by Righ- 
teouſneſs, and your Intquities by ſhewing Mercy to the 
Poor; for Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is 
the Reproach and Ruin of a People. The Luſts and 
Paſſions of Men of all Stations are but too apt to draw 
them off from the Practice of Virtue and Piety. The 
Allurements of the World, of Riches, Honours, or 
Pleaſures, infatuate and enſnare their Hearts. Thro'” 
theſe the Intereſts of Virtue are too often neglected, 
and tbe public Welfare betrayed. 


What Dangers from the Enemy, what Judgments 
from God, have we not expoſed ourſelves unto by the 
| Folly: 
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Folly and Guilt, that reign among us, and characteriſe 
our unhappy Nation! + What Diſunion, what Animo- 
ſities, what Party Views, have diſnonoured our Coun- 
cils! Is this a Time for Stateſrnen to be ſcrambling 
for Wealth or Power, inſtead of exerting all their Skull 
in planning Meaſures for the public Good! Is this a 
Time, when we are engaged in ſuch a tedious, ex- 
penſive, dangerous War, in the Courſe of which we 
have ſuſtained ſuch accumulated Loſſes, and unuſual 
Diſgracz, by our own Miſconduct; in which we have 
an Enemy to cope with, elate with Pride, fluſhed with 
Succeſs, that is in military Affairs skilful, in Power 
mighty, in Malice cruel; is ſuch a Time as this, I 
fay, fit for Men in public Office to be ſtudying chiefly 
how to retain their Power ; how to find out preſent 
Expedients; how to skin over the feſtering Wounds 
of the Nation, rather than ſearch them to the Bottom 
and make a perfect Cure! Is this a Time to give the 
Enemy every Advantage he could wiſh for, by our 
oppoſing good Meaſures, becauſe they are not our own, 
and Men of ſhining Virtues, and diſtinguiſhed Abili- 
ties, only becauſe they ſtand in Competition with our- 
ſelves ! Is this a Time either warmly to vindicate, or 
violently to oppoſe, any Man in Power, from no bet- 
ter Motives, than thoſe ariſing from ſelfiſh Connections 
and Views! Is this a Time maliciouſly, or ſo much as 
wantonly to add to the Burden of the Crown, when 
hoary- headed Majeſty totters under the Weight of it, 
3 5 almoſt 


+ See Dr. Browne's Eſtimate of the Manners and Prin- 
ciples of the Times. 
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almoſt borne down with the generous, paternal Cares 
of Government, and the growing Infirmities of vene- 
rable Old Age! The Heart of every true Briton, of 
every loyal Subject, muſt ach for the common Father 
of his Country: That at this Seaſon of Life, (fo 
very deſirous of, ſo much needing Repoſe) he hath 
ſo many croſs Events to perplex his Thoughts, and 
wound his Spirit, and fo few Hands, with Fidelity, 
with Union, with Skill, with Vigour to aſſiſt him, in 
wiſely conducting, and effectually carrying into Exe- 
cution the yarious Councils of State. 


Thank God, our Royal Father George IT. has 
wore his Crown full thirty Years, and wore it more 
for the Happineſs of his Subjects, than the Gratifica- 
tion of himſelf. May the God of Heaven bleſs his 
Majeſty with greater Fulneſs of Years, with Glory 
and Peace; that the Cloſe of his Reign, like the 
Brightneſs and Calm of a Summer's Evening, may be 
altogether placid and ſerene; that his Power may be 
ſeen, not more in the Number than in the Affection 
of his Subjects; and his Magnanimity, not ſo much 
in profuſely ſhedding the Blood of other Nations, as 
in bravely preſerving that of his own. Under his 
ftrong and far extended Wing may the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt find Security, and every Briton ſweet Repoſe. 


Every Diſturber of his equitable R eign is an Ene. 
my to Britain; and, in Times like theſe, every Sub- 
ject that has Ability, but no Inclination, to ſerve the 
common Cauſe of ſuch a mild and gracious Govern- 

ment, is, in effect, a Rebel to his King, and a 
Traytor 
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A Dee to his G O! may Faction among 
the Great, may Riot and Tumult among the Vulgar, 


be ſeen no more. 


Is this a Time for any of our Senators to be em- 
barraſſing or delaying one ſalutary public Meaſure, 
from a froward, Party Spirit? or, in total Negligence 
of our common Good, to loll at Eaſe, or ſeek their 
private Pleaſure? 


How ill would it become our Nobility and Gentry, 
the Influence of whoſe Example extends to the loweſt 
of the People, to debaſe their nobleſt Faculties, by a 
vile Proſtitution thereof to mean and ſenſual Pleaſures, 
inſtead of devoting them to the Service of their King 


| How ill would it become our Magiftrates to weaken 

the Power of good Laws, and bring them into Con- 
tempt, by neglecting their Execution; or, it may be, 
doing Violence to their Authority, or diſgracing it, 
by the Licentiouſneſs of their own Behaviour! 


How ill would it become the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
citous to feaſt their own Bodies, than to feed their Flocks 


Riches of the World, rather than the Salvation of pre- 
cious Souls, for whom Chriſt died! to be waſting their 
Time in Diyerſion, Gaiety, or idle Diſcourſe, rather 
than filling it up with uſeful Study, or by viſiting the 

Siet 


and Country, and the Honour of the Moſt High God ! 


pel, of any Denomination among us, to be more ſoli- 


with Knowledge and Underſtanding ! to be ſeeking the - 
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Bick, the Fatherleſs, and Widow, in their AMiRion ! 
how much out of Character, to be difputing about 
Politics, inftead of ſearching the Scriptures! to be 
fomenting Diviſions, inſtead of healing the Breaches 
that unhappily ſubſiſt ! or to be dealing in dark, in- 
fcrutable Myſteries, inſtead of diſpenſing plain, impor- 
tant Truths! to be wrangling about Opinions, while 
right Practice is ſeldom or coolly recommended! 
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Were it not to be wiſhed, that all in private 
Stations lived peaccable and quiet Lives, in al! Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. 
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In thefe Times of imminent Danger, when the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of Europe, ſeem 
on the Wing, juſt ready tolcave us; in theſe Times, I 
ſay, is it fit for any among us“ to put faraway the evil 
Day, and cauſe the Seat of Violence to come near? to 
lie on Beds of F'ory, and flretch themſelves upon their 
Couches, and eat the Lambs out of the Flocts, and Calves 
aut of the midſ? of the Stall; to chant to the Sound of 
the Viol; and invent to themſelves Inſtruments of Muſic, 
to drink Wine in Boruls, &c. and not begrieced for the 
Miction of their Land? Are theſe Seaſons of public 
Calamity proper for every ſenſual Indulgence, for Plays 
and Operas, for Muſic and Dancing, for Feaſting and 
Laughter, for Gaming Aſſemblies, and other idle 
Schemes of Diſſipation, inſtead of expreſſing a gene- 
rous Sympathy in behalf of our diſtreſſed Nation, and 
ſeeking its Deliverance, by ſecuring for it the Friend- 
ſhip and Protection of Almighty God? 
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Doth 
Amos vi. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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Doth it not too plainly appear, that * the Lord hath 
a Contra erſy with the Inhabitants of our Land, becauſe 
there is ſo little Truth, and Mercy, and Knowledge of 
God in the Land; and becauſe there is ſo much Swear- 
ing, and Lying, and Killing, and Stealing, and commit- 
ting Adultery therein? Would to God, we might, by 
a timely Repentance, and Amendment, prevent the 
Execution of the Threatening, — therefore ſhall the 
Land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein ſhall 
 languiſh, Let us hear, with trembling, the Word 
which God pronounced againſt his own People, + You 
only have Thnown of all the Families of the Earth : three- 
fere I will puniſh you for all your Iniguities. Would to 
God, every ſenſible Man among us would aſk himſelf 
this Queſtion, what would become of Britain, 
if her Puniſhment were to be proportionable to her 
Guilt, aggravated as it is by being committed againſt 
ſo many Mercies, temporal and ſpiritual ? Was ever 
Nation more highly favoured than our own? What 
Health, what Peace, what Plenty, have we enjoyed ? 
What civil and religious Liberty? What Light and 
Grace by the Go'pel? What ſingular Adyantages by 
our Deliverance from the Corruptions of Popery and 
Oppreſſions of arbitrary Power? Have we anſwered 
all this Cultivation of Providence by our Fruitfulneſs 
in Virtue and Piety ? Have we not rather grown wan- 
ton in our Enjoyments, turned the Grace of God into 
Laſci- 


fHoſra iv. i. + Amos iii. 2. 


( 50 ) 
Laſciviouſneſs, and ſinned againſt Heaven, with (as it 
were) an inſolent and out-ſtretched Arm? 
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To think of the Infidelity there is amongſt the 
higher, of the Ignorance that prevails amongſt the 
\Jower Claſſes, and of the Irreligion that appears in all 
Ranks and Profeſſions of Men, is piercing to the 
Heart that is tender enough to feel any Concern for 
the deſpiſed Cauſe of Jeſus, or the dreadful Judgments 
that hang over and threaten a ſinful Land. 
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I write with trembling on the Subject. With ſtrong 
Crying and Tears would I deprecate the Wrath of 
Heaven. My Soul bleeds within me for the Sins 
and Sufferings of my Country. I call to Remembrance 

the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah ; of the ſeven Na- 
tions, the Meaſure of whoſe Iniquity was full; and 
the Deſtruction even of God's antient People, the 
Fews, when they had wearied out his Patience with 
their Abominations : And my Spirit almoſt fainteth at 
the Thought of what terrible Deſolations we ſeem to 
be fooliſhly bringing upon ourſelves. We provoke the 
God of Heaven, and make a Mock at Sin; we are 
like thoſe that c about Firebrands, Arrows and 
Death, and ſay, are not we in Sport? Good God 
what will become of a thoughtleſs Nation, that makes 
a. Jeſt of thy over ruling Providence, and defpiſeth 
the Grace which thou haſt ſent thy Son to reveal ? 
Where are they to be found, who may ſtand in the 
Gap, and plead with Heaven for a deyoted Nation ? 
Would to God that Britain had her Thouſands and 
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ten Thouſands, that reſembled Noah, Job, and Daniel, 
who might be heard for the Nation, as well as for 
themſclves ; but it is Matter of too much Lamenta- 
tion to be expreſſed, that we have fo few amongſt us 
who truly fear God, and work Righteouſneſs ; who are 
zealous for the Cauſe of Feſus ; who are exemplary 
in their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; who have ſo learned 
Chriſt, as to crucify the Fleſh, with the Aﬀections and 
Luſts. 

Is the Name of God (that tremendous Name !) re- 
vered, as it ought to be ? is the expreſs Image of the 
Father believed in, accounted precious, and obeyed, 
according as his divine Excellence, Authority, and 
Offices, require? are his bleſſed Doctrines embraced; 
are the Beauties of his amiable Example copied; are 
the Sanctions of his Word, and the Influences of his 
Spirit, ſubmitted to, and complied with, as they 
ought ? Would to God there was no Foundation to 


anſwer in the negative, or even to make it a Matter 
of Doubt ! 


But one muſt be little acquainted with the World, 
not to ſee every kind of Vice lift up its Head with all 
the Impudence of an Harlot: not to ſee, amongſt the 
Profligate, the moſt daring Profanations of the Lord's 
Day; not only a Neglect, but an atrocious Contempt 
of his ſacred Ordinances ; the Word of Life made 


a Jeſt of, and every Reftraint of Conſcience avowedly 
caſt off, 


f How few are in good Earneſt in Matters of Reli- 
gion! How few are thoroughly uniform therein, adorn- 
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( 52) 
ing the Doctrines of Chriſt by the moral and relative 
Duties of Life, without which Religion is a Mockery ! - 
How many content themſclvcs vrith the Name of Chriſ- 
| tian, or with a cuſtomary Attendance upon God, in his 
Houſe, without ever obſerving the Lord's Supper (that 
rational, that divincly inſtituted, that edifying Memo- 
rial of the Body and loud of Zeſus} and without wor- 
ſhippiny God in their Families, as often as he turneth 
the Shar of Death int Morning, and maketh the Day 
dark with Night ? Is not this important Branch of 
Devotion (fo neceſſary to keep alive in our Hearts a 
conſtant Senſe of our Dependence upon, and Obli- 
gations to, the Providence and Grace of God) grown 
fo much out of Faſhion amongſt us, that even Maho- 
metans and Pagans periectiy ſhame and condemn us 
by their daily domeſtic Worſhip ? 
Alas! there is but too much Cauſe for the faithful 
Minifers of Jeſus to cry aloud, and ſpare not, to lift 
up their Voice lite a Trumpet, to ſhew God's profeſſing 
People their Tranſgreſſion, and thoſe that call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians their Sins. It is not a Time to ſow 
Pillows under Mens A-m-Pits ; to ſay, Peace, Peace 
and ſlightly heal the JVound of the Daughter of his Peo- 
ple; when God faith, there is no Peace unto the Micł- 
ed. The Dread of God's Judgments ſhould make us 
afraid. Recount the Loſſes; weigh the reiterated 
Di grace of this expenſive, unſucceſsful War; conſider 
likewiſe how the Elements * have fought againſt us 
* In the late Storm off Loni ſourg h, in which the Flece 


under the Command of Admiral Holbaurne ſuffered great 
Damage. . | | 


(53) 


in a tempeſtuous Manner; how our Herds and Flocks 

have been conſumed; how the Staff of Bread has been 

broken by tt and of God; and, notwithſtanding 

all this, he litt we have returned unto him that 
ſmites us! Has i not been too much our Character, 

that, becauſe Frdgment agel nſt an evil ork is nat ſpee- 

dily exccuted, therefore cur Hearts hate been full fot in 

us to do Foil ? Sg froward an Uſe have we made of 
God's Fo. bearince and Long- ſuffering. 


And ſince the Almighty has entered on a Contro- 

verſy with us, there is but too much Reaſon to ſav, thut 

he has ſmitten us, but we have nat grieved; he has con- 

ſumed us, but we have refuſed to receive Correct ian. 

Mark the Danger we have expoſed ourſelves unto by 
ſuch a Conduct. The Language of Fehavah is, F when 
my Hand is lifted up, they wiil not fee, but they ſhatl 
ſee, and be aſhamed. The righteous God of Heaven 
has begun to chaſtiſe us for our Sins ; who knows how 
far he may proceed againſt us* There can be no 
juſt Expectation that he will ceaſe to correct, till we 
deſiſt from our Sins. Ihen his Judgments are abroad 
in the Earth, it is his Intention that the Inhabitants 
of the Earth ſhould learn Righteouſneſs. We ought 
therefore to ſtand in Awe of his Anger, and tremble 
at the ſhaking of his Rod. We ought to ſhew every 
proper Sign of Humiliation, We ſhould rend our 
Hearts, and not our Garments, We ſhould weep and 
mourn before him, becauſe of our Tranigreſſions, 
and ſhew the Sincerity and Depth of our Repentance, 
by turning from all our evil Ways : Nor is it enough 
II 2 | "What 
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2 Kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to deſtroy it; 


( 54) 
that we ceaſe from ſcandalous Vices, we muſt learn 
to do well ; to practiſe all Chriftian Virtues. Not 
only the Men of Gaiety and Pleaſure, the Men that 
are addicted to Gaming, to Intemperance, to Lewd - 
neſs, and other criminal Indulgences, ought imme- 
diately (by divine Aſſiſtance) to reform their Conduct; 
But they that have only the Form of Godlineſs, ſhould 
admit the Power. The lukewarm in Religion ſhould 
become zealous ; the partial uniform ; the wavering 
ſtedfaſt. Giving all Diligence, the ſincere Chriſtian 


ſhould add to his Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Knowledge; 
and to Knowledge Temperance ; and to Temperance Pa- 


tience ; and to Patience Gadlineſs ; and to Godlineſs 
Brotherly-Charity ; that theſe Things may be in him 


and abound, that he may be neither barren nor unfruit- 


ful in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Thus 
we ſhould ſerve the Lord, and ſeek him with all our 
Heart, while he may be found. As it is impious to 
deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, fo it is abſurd and 
unchriſtian wholly to faint when we are rebuked of 
bim. If his Correction does but humble, he will in 
due Time exalt us: If he does but reclaim, he will 


ſave us; when he has tried, he will bring us forth 


like Gold. Needleſs Fury is not in him; if we will 
make Peace with him, we may: He is more ready 


to lay aſide his Anger, and to ſhew Mercy, than we 


are to alk him: His gracious Language is * At what 
Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning 


if 


# Jer. xvii. 


( 55) 
if that Nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their Evil, 1 will repent of the Evil, that I thought 


to do unto them. 


Thus God ſent his Prophet Jonas to declare to the 
City of Nzneveh, when it abounded with Wicked- 
neſs, Yet forty Days and Nineveh /hall be deſtroyed. 
This awful Warning from Heaven the People of Ni- 
neveh believed, and made a right Uſe of. The King 
commanded, that every Man fhould cover himſelf with 
Sackclath, and cry mightily nnto God; yea, that they 
| ſhould all turn, every one, from his evil Way, and from 
the Violence that was in his Hands. They obeyed: 
And God ſaw their Works, that they turned from their 
evil Way, and he repented of the Evil that he had ſaid 
he would do unto them, and he did it not. How noble 
an Example this of Men's taking the Warning that 
is given them, ſo as to prevent their Doom ! and how 
encouraging an Inſtance of divine Clemency is here? 
the offended Majeſty of Heaven no ſooner obſerves 
their Humiliation and Amendment of Life, than he 


lays aſide the burning Thunder- bolt prepared for their 
Deſtruction. 


I am ſtruck with Admiration of the Wiſdom the 
Ninevites expreſſed, and of the ſingular Mercy ſhewn 
by the Moſt High God. Charmed with both, I pour 
out the warmeſt Deſires of my Soul before the great 
Ruler ofthe World, that my Countrymen may follow 
theExample of Nineveh, and be, as Nineveh was, ſpared 
by kind relenting Heaven. My Bowels yearn for 


thee, 


1 | 

| thee, O Britain ! May the indulgent Father of Man- 
kind graciouſly beſtow on all thy Sons a ſeeing Eye, 
a hearing Ear, an underſtanding Heart, that they may 
be reclaimed, and thy impending Doom effectually 
warded off. Methinks, I ſee the flaming Sword of 

Juſtice brandiſhed by Omnipotence ; but ſovereign 
Mercy interpoſing, and ſuſpending the fatal Blow, ſtill | 
trying whether we will, or will not, repent of our 
evil Ways. 


Will neither Fear awake, nor Hope allure us ? 
will neither the Terrors of the Lord take hold of, nor 
his Mercy win our Hearts? Would to God there 
was not a Soul in the Nation that did not tremble at 
the Thought of provoking the Moſt High to become 
our Enemy, and drawing down his Vengcance on us 
by our Sins! not a Man in the Nation, that was not 
ſoftened by his Tlemency ; that was not melted into 
generous Contrition and Gratitude by the long-ſuffer- 
ing of his Providence, and the Riches of his Grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus ! What abundant Mercy hath he ſhewn 
us, relating both to our temporal and eternal Felicity 
Let us not abuſe this Mercy; let us not try the Pa- 
tience of Heaven any longer. Let each of us look 
to himſelf ; through divine Grace let each amend one, 
and then the Work of Reformation will be compleat- 
ed. He that will not contribute thus much to this ne- 
ceſſary Work, virtually conſents that the whole Na- 
tion ſhall be wicked, and for its Wickedneſs be ut- 
terly deſtroyed : In effect he defies the Judgments of 


God 
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God in this World, and laughs at Damnation in the 
World to come. 


Arouſe, O Britons / beſtir yourſelves! concur, for 
Mercy's fake, concur in ſaving your Country by your 
Tears, your Prayers, and Amendment of Life. If you 
are placed in any ſuperior Rank, uſe all your Influence 
to render the Work of Reformation general. You, 
that are Maſters of Families, walk before your Houſes 
in a perfect Way. See to it, that, where you have 
an Habitation, God has an Altar; that thoſe under 
your Authority are taught to fear the Moſt High, and 
praCtiſe Holineſs, by being called to join with you in 
daily Devotion, before the 'T hrone of their Creator, 
Preſerver, and Judge. 


You that are Servants ſhould obey in all things your 
Aaſters according to the Fleſh ; not with Eye Service, 
as Mn pleaſers, but in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing 
God; and whatſoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto Men ; knowing that of the Lord 
ye ſhall receive the Reward of the Inheritance : for ye 
ſerve the Lord Chriſt. But he that doth wrong, ſhall 


receive for the wrong, which he hath done, and there is 


no Reſpect of Perſons. 


Let our Youth be well inſtructed; let them be 


early taught the Way of Salvation, by parental Exam- 
ple, as well as Precept. Until our Children are trained 
up in the Way they ſhould go, we can never hope to ſee 

Reli- 


+ Col. iii. 22. 


T1 
Religion and Virtue in a flouriſhing State; nor juſtly 
preſume that God will favour us with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing Protection of his Providence. 


But then it is incumbent on you, that are Children, 
to obey your Parents in all things, agreeable to Rea- 
ſon and Revelation, for this is well pleaſing to the 
Lord t. You ought to reverence their perſons, to 
hearken to their good Inſtructions, to follow their re- 
ligious Examples; to be tractable, affectionate, and 
obliging; to grow in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that you 
may riſe into active Life, with the Favour of God and 
Men, with diſtinguiſhed Abilities and blooming 
Hopes. 


Every Thing ſhould be done by us all, that either 
tends, in its own Nature, to give us Succeſs againſt 
the common Enemy, or to engage, on our Side, the 
ſovereign Diſpoſer of States and Kingdoms. Every 
Subject of his Br:2:/þ Majeſty that will not contribute 
to theſe two great Ends, deſerves the Name of an Ene- 
my to his Country; what Name then do they deſerve 
who directly miniſter the Sinews of War to thoſe 
that are in Arms againſt us? that inſure French Pro- 
perty at Sea; that ſecretly convey our Wool to France; 
that encourage French Manufactures, by wearing, or 
uſing, what is wrought in France; that purchaſe 
French Superfluities, Wines, Brandies, c. to the 
ſignal Prejudice of Britiſb Productions? Such Perſons, 
in Effect, are in League with our Enemies; and richly 


deſerve 
4 Col. ni. 20. | 


| (59) 
deſerve to have the Word GALLICAaNn ſtamped deep 
on their Forehc ads, with a Brand. Such FRENCH1FIED 
Britons ſupport the Trade and Commerce of our Ad- 
verſaries; they fruſtrate our Endeavours to diſtreſs the 
French in the principal, if not the only Article in 
which we can diſtreſs them. By ſo doing, they protract 
the War; and furniſh the Enemy with the Means of 
ſupplanting, and at laſt of ſubduing us; whereas a 
true Briti/þ Antigallican would drink pure Water, 
much rather than French Wines; would appear in 
Engliſ Ruſſet, rather than French Embroidery ; and 
would earn his Bread by the Labour of his Hands, 
and Sweat of his Brow, rather than acquire the largeſt 
Eſtate by ſupporting the Commerce of our worſt Ene- 
mies, and thereby contributing to the Ruin of his 
Country. Ss 


What ſevere Cenſure do they incur, who notwith- 
ſtanding they would be thought to be good Sub ects 
and good Proteftants have for the ſake of high Intere/# 
ſet on Foot, or given Countenance to that deteſtable, 
deſtructive (yea treaſonable) Scheme of lending Mo- 
ney to our Enemies; whereby they may be enabled 
to carry on the War more vigorouſly, more effectually 
againſt us? Does it not appear from this infamous 
Scheme, that the Love of Money is the Root of all 
Evil? How infatuating is the Proſpect of a worldly 
Self- Intereſt! It ſupplies a Man with ſpecious Argu- 
ments for doing thoſe things, which may prove fatal 
to his Country. Sorry am I, that it ſhould ever be 
faid, * This ſordid Principle hath induced Britons to 

I act 


(60) 
© act as prepoſterouſly and wickedly, as the Dutch 
care ſaid to have done in the late War, in ſupplying 
c their Enemies with Powder and Ball, when the 


French were beſieging their Towns.” 
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To avoid theſe ſhameful Extravagancies, fo favour- 
able to our inveterate Enemies, is not enough. We 
ſhould avoid all other Means of weakening our own 
Hands ; every Kind of inordinate Pleaſure that tends 
to waſte our Subſtance, to enervate our Strength, 
to damp our Spirits; and to ſpread Corruption, Cow- 
ardice, and Diſunion, amongſt us. Weought rather 
to practiſe Frugality and Self-denial ; and to cultivate 
every Virtue that would render us a brave and hardy 
Race. 
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The Senate and whole Nation ought, with Union 
and Vigour, to ſupport his Majeſty in all the neceſ- 
fary Expences of this juſt War. While Care is taken 
that the public Treaſure is not waſted, it ſhould always 
be ſupplied with a cheerful Heart and a bountiful 
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Do we blame? We ſhould pity and ſuccour, as 
well as blame our Brethren in North- America, who, 
thro' the Want of Union and Vigour, have ſuffered 
the Enemy, the perfidious French, and cruel Indians, 

to murder and ſcalp the Back- ſettlers, to burn their 
Habitations, to lay waſte their Lands, take and deſtroy 
their Forts, and threaten their whole Country with 
Slaughter, Slavery and Ruin, The Lord give them a 
better 


— — - 
_— 


(61) 
better Spirit, and preſerve them from the Deſtruction, 
which, like a thick gathered Storm, is ready to burſt 
upon their Heads. | 


Could I imagine this Letter would ever fall into 
their Hands, I would intreat them with all the Ten- 
derneſs of a Brother, to reflect on the Dangers to 
which they are expoſed, before it is too late, and 
effectually to guard againſt them. How ſhameful is 
it that each diſtin& Settlement ſhould be ſtudiouſly 
conſulting its own Exemption from Expence and 
Trouble in a Time of general Danger, rather than 
exert all its Strength for the common Safety ! 


If they that now ſeem fartheſt from the Havock 
of the Sword, do not join with their Brethren in 
keeping the Enemy at a Diſtance, it may be their 
Lot before they are aware, to have their vain Secu- 
rity broke in upon, when they may be unable to reſiſt 
the Torrent of Deſtruction. The Members of every 
Settlement ſhould vigorouſly unite their Counſels, 
their Treaſure and their Arms, in order to repel the 
Enemy, before they are ONE by ONE deſtroyed 
or enſlaved. If they ſuffer their Enemies to encroach 
upon, and attack them in this ſeparate unaſſiſted Con- 
dition, they will eaſily be ſwallowed up by an united, 
though much inferior Force: But if they lay aſide 
falſe Hopes of Security, and all Matter of former 
Contention, cordially uniting (Might and Main) 
againſt their buſy Adverſaries, there is no Fear but 
they may ſoon (by the Bleſſing of Heaven) repel 
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(62) 
both the French and Indians, may utterly deſtroy, 
or oblige them to accept of Peace on reaſonable 
Terms. 


Are not the Rich ſo ſelfiſh, as rather than part 
with a little in Time, to hazard the Loſs of all ? 


Conſider, ye wealthy Americans, what Prudence 
dictates, what the Love of your Religion and Coun- 
try ſhould prompt you to. Sow in Seaſon, and ſow 
plentifully, that in a little time you may reap plen- 
tifully, Numerous Forces and large Fleets have 


been ſent from your Mother-Country to your Aſſiſ- 
tance ; with theſe, and with one another, unite in 


good Earneſt. It is high Time ſomething was done 


by, as well as for you. Let me again beſeech every 


North- American, that is ſubject to the Crown of 
Great-Britain, to do all in his Power to withſtand 


the Enemy, both in the ordinary Courſe of Things, 


and by engaging the Divine Protection. 


You that believe the Goſpel ſhould walk worthy | 


of it. You ſhould endeavour to propagate the Faith 
thereof, and to promote in all that embrace it a 
ſincere Obedience thereunto. They that are poſleſs'd 
of Negroe Slaves ſhould be merciful to them, as they 
expect Mercy from God ; they ſhould furniſh them 
with the Means of Inſtruction inthe Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion; fo far ſhould they be from oppoſing 
thoſe pious Miſſionaries, who are employed in fo good 
a Work; 


„„ 
a Work ; all poſſible Care ſhould likewiſe be taken 
when any of the Negroes are converted to Chriſtia- 
nity, to inſpire them with a juſt Abhorrence of the 
Corruptions and Cruelties of Popery, and by this 
Means to render them better Men, more faithful Ser- 
vants to their proteſtant Maſters, and more loyal Sub- 
jects to his Majeſty King George; that hereby they 
may increaſe the Number of the pious, for whoſe ſake 
it may pleaſe God to bleſs our Counſels and Arms, 
and to preſerve Great-Britain with all her Plantations. 


The Negroe Slaves area numerous and important 
Body of Men; what Pity is it, they are not made as 
civil, as knowing, as truly religious, as loyal, as 
might well be without any very extraordinary Trouble 
or Expence; Humanity, Policy, chriſtian Charity 
plead for this with united V oice. 


We hope thoſe Negroes that are already enlight- 
ened by the Goſpel, and do profeſs to believe it, will 
be ſolicitouſſy careful to recommend to all Maſters 
the Inſtruction of their Servants in Chriſtian Princi- 
ples, by their orderly Behaviour, by their Diligence, 
Faithfulneſs, and Submiſſion to their Superiors. 


But if our Brethren in America have erred in any 
Points, and particularly by their Diſſenſions; let us 
Britons take warning by the terrible Conſequences 
of their Feuds and Diviſions, 


But 


[ 64] 

But this | is not all. We ſhould fear the Diſpleaſure 
of God, more than the Enmity of all Mankind. We 
ſhould put away every Sin, by which he is offended; 
and practiſe every Branch of Righteouſneſs which he 
approves, and in the Practice of which we may conh- 
dently hope for his Favour to our Land. We can ne- 
ver proſper under the Curſe of Almighty God. Nor 
avoid his Curſe in the wilful Practice of Iniquity: nor 
let us flatter ourſelves by a vain Preſumption that 
our Enemies are more wicked than we are, and that 
therefore God will not dcliver us into their Hands; 
for when he had chaſtiſed Iſrael by the rough Hand of 
the Afjrian, as by the Rod of his F Anger, he pu- 
niſbed the Fruit of the ſtout Heart of the King of Aſſy- 
ria, and the Glory of his high Looks; ſo may he deal 
with us and our Enemies. He may have a Controverſy 
with both Nations; he may plead with all Fleſh ; he 

may give them that are wicked 10 the Sword; he may 
cauſe Evil to go ſrom Nation to Nation, and a great 

Whirlwind to rife from the Ends of the Earth. 4 He 

may cauſe Nation to be deſtroyed of Nation, and City ef 

City; he may vex the Inhabitants of every wicked Coun- 

try with all Adverſity ||. Therefore there can be no 

Security for Britain, unleſs her Sons and Daughters 
fear the Lord, and make him their Sanctuary. 
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If we value our Privileges, we ſhould improve them; 
if we deſire the Almighty would graciouſly defend us 
in the En oyment of them, we ſhould bring forth the 
Fruits meet for ſuch diſtinguiſhing Grace. In thi 


| Re- 
+ Taiah x. 12 J Jeremiah xxv. 32. | 2 Chron, xv. 6. 
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( 65) 
Repreſentation of Things, viz. that a Nation's 
Strength and Security conſiſt in the Friendſhip of 
God, and that this is only to be obtaincd in the Prac- 
tice of Holineſs, there is one ſpecial Conſolation for 
the weak and timorous ; that the moſt feeble, aged, 
or decrepid, may, by their Goodneſs and Piety, caſt 
ſomething into the Scale, wherein our whole Strength, 
conſiſting in a large Aggregate of Righteouſneſs, 
ſhould lie againſt the common Enemy, which may 
effectually turn the Balance in our Favour, notwith- 
ſtanding his ſuperior Craft, Power and Succeſs, 


Lately paying a Viſit to a Friend in the Country, I 
was tempted to ſtay ſomething later than ordinary, by 
the unuſual Serenity and Brightneſs of a Moon-light 
Evening. On my Return, paſting by a Cottage, at a 
little Diſtance from Town, where an honeſt Labourer, 
who has a Wife and ſeveral Children, lives, I heard a 
ſill, ſolemn Voice, as of a Perſon at his Devotions : 
A Thing ſo uncommon drew me to the Door; I liſt- 
ened and found, as I ſuſpected, that the good Man was 
praying with his Family. In the Part of his Devo- 
tion which I overheard, He thanked God, that we 
© had ſuch a King on the Throne, that we lived under 
© ſuch a good Government, that our Perians, and the 
Things we poſſeſs, were protected by good Laws; 
that we had the Word of God in a Language we can 
© read and underſtand; and a Religion fo much purified 
from Popery. After theſe Thankſgivings, he prayed, 
that our many Privileges might be more valued and 
improved; that it might likewiſe pleaſe God, of his 
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great Mercy to continue theſe Bleſſings to us; that 
* he would lengthen out the King's Life, and happy 
Reign; that he would bea Crown of Glory, anda Dia- 
dem of Beauty to us, his People; that he would give 

© Council to them that fit in Council, and Strength to them 
© that turn the Battle to the Gate; that no Weapon that 
© xs formed againſt us might proſper ; and that, inſteadof 
© ſuch Times of Scarcity and Danger, God would mer- 
+ cifully ſend us Peace and Plenty. 


Delighted with the poor Man's Simplicity and fer- 
vent Devotion, I heartily ſaid, Amen, to what I heard, 
and wiſhed to God, we had many in the Land that 
reſembled this honeſt Cottager. 
thinking his Piety was a filent Reproof to Thou- 
fands that were much more intereſted in public Pro- 
fperity than he was; but hoping there might be more 
Hke him than were known to the World, who 
pleaded daily with God for Mercy, it gave me a Fluſh 
of Joy onlyto think, that for the fake of ſuch it might 
yet pleaſe a gracious God to deliver the Nation, 


I could not avoid 


But if the Number of pious Men, and the Sum 
of Holineſs found amongft us, ſhould be too ſmall 
to engage the divine Protection in Behalf of the 
whole Nation, yet every good Man ſhall be ſafe 
under the Shadow of God's Wings. He that num- 
bers the very Hairs of our Head, and ſuffers not a 
Sparrow to fall to the Ground without his Notice, 
will either preſerve his faithful Servants from any ge- 
| neral Deſolation he may bring on the Land, or will 


ſecure 


( 67) 


ſecure their Beings, and beſt Intereſts, whatever be- 
falls the wicked. Verily, faith the wiſeſt of Princes, 
I know it ſhall go well with the Righteous. 


Permit me, before I conclude, to obſerve that, as 
reaſonable Creatures, and profeſſed Chriſtians, we 
ought to think of another World much more atten- 
tively than of the preſent. They are joint Intereſts, 
it is true; but the former is of infinitely greater Mo- 
ment to each of us than the latter: Of this we ſhall be 
fully, (and I wiſh we may not be too late) convinced, 
when the Agonies of Death have ſeized us, and we 
have nothing in. View but the righteous Judgments of 
God, and the awful Retributions of Enernity. | 


This Thought hn me to the moſt important 
Concern of our Beings. Private, temporal Ca- 
lamities may diſtreſs us, and National Deſolations 
overwhelm our public Safety; but the Diſpleaſure, 
the inexorable Wrath of a righteous Judge, if ex- 
cited by our wilful Impiety, by our Abuſe of his 
manifold Mercies, by our daring Immoralities, and 
unrelenting Obſtinacy, will be, when this his Juſtice 
ſhall be inflicted on our Souls in the State of final, 
endleſs, Retribution, —inftmitely more dreadful than 
all the Loſſes, Terrors, Pains, and Miſeries, whe- 
ther private or public, that can happen to us in this. 
temporary State. 


We think it exceedingly diſtreſſing, and fo it is, to 
be driven, by the Rage of War, to ſeek for Shelter 
E | in 
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| | the Earth alſo, and the Works that are therein, ſhall 
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in Woods and Deſerts, amidſt barren Rocks, or in 
the Caves and Hollows of the Mountains ; but there 
is a Day coming (you and I muſt fee that Day: 
God grant it may not be with the Conſternation of 
the wicked) * when there ſhall be a great Earthquake, 
and the Sun ſhall become black as Sackcloth of Hair, 
and the Moon ſhall become as Blood, and the Stars of 
Heaven ſhall fall upon the Earth, even as a Fig-tree 
caſteth her untimely Figs, when ſhe is ſhaken of a 


mighty Wind; and the Heaven ſhall depart as a Scroll, 


when it ts rolled together, and every Mountain, and 
every Iſland ſpall be moved out of their Places. 

The bare Idea of ſuch an awful Cataſtrophe fills me 
with Horror. — Then all that ſhall be found 
unrighteous, Deſpiſers of Chriſt, Lovers of Pleaſure 


more than Lovers of God, whether they be Kings of 
the Earth, or great Men, or rich Men, or chief 


Captains, or mighty Men, ſhall, in the utmoſt Con- 


fuſion and Terror, wiſh, to no Purpoſe, t hide 


themſelves in the Dens, and in the Rocks of the Moun- 
tains, and ſhall cry out to the Mountains and Rocks 
to fall on them, and hide them from the Face of him 


_ that fitteth on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 


Lamb, becauſe the great Day of his Wrath is come, 
and who ſhall be able to fland? This is the Day of 
the Lerd, which will come as a Thief in the Night; 
in which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat ; 


be 


* Rev. vi. 
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be burnt up. When all that are in their Graves 
ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth, they that have 
done Good, to the Reſurreftion of Life, and they that 
have done Evil, to the Reſurreftion of Damnation f. 
When we muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the Things done in his 
Bady, according ta that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad . 


Whoſoever believeth the Holy Scriptures, beliey- 
eth all this; but how many of all Ranks are amongſt 


Regard to theſe amazing Events, altho' they believe 
they will certainly happen, and happen with Cir- 
cumſtances far more terrifying to the Ungodly, than 
can be deſcribed, or ſo much as conceived, at pre- 
ſent. Yet, all this is nothing. For why? Only 
becauſe the Scene is not viſible, is not immediately 


of what is to come was now felt by them, or vi- 
ſivly diſplayed before their Eyes, they would be at 
their Wit's End: Unleſs the Promifes of the Goſpel 
darted on them a Ray of Hope: They would, doubt- 
leſs, go diſtracted, if they had Senſe enough to diſ- 
cern, and to be thoroughly affected with their Dan- 
ger.— Is it then to be wondered at, if one Thought of 
this now chills my very blood, makes me tremble, 
every Joint of me, and is ready to ſhake the Pen 
out of my Hand. I could mingle Tears of Compaſ- 
fon with the Ink I uſe. Here let me reſt one 
K 2 Moment; 


* 2 Pet. v. 10, + John v. 28. f 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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us, who pay no Regard to what they believe? No 


preſent to any of their Senſes. If a thouſandth Part 
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Moment; to relieve my Perplexity and Diftreſs, in 


Behalf of all that are unſanctified, by Sighs—and de. 
vout Ejaculations to Heaven, that the God of all 
Mercy would graciouſly awake them out of this their 
dangerous Lethargy, or unaccountable Stupor. 


Say you, Repentance is too bitter a Cup?” It 
is, however bitter, what you will never have Cauſe 
to repent drinking. Repentance, while you have 
good Hope of Pardon, is far better than Repentance 
imbittered with Deſpair. It is far more eligible to 
mourn now, and be comforted hereafter, than ta 
laugh now and mourn hereafter. The Sorrow of a 
timely Repentance will ſoon be over, the Anguiſh 
of an untimely one will be perpetual. Which do 
you prefer? One you muſt experience. The latter 
will be inconceivably bitter, inceſſant, fruitleſs; the 
former moderate, ſhort, and productive of the richeſt 
Fruit. 7 Grief continue for a Night, Foy will 
come in the Morning. They that in Seaſon grieve 
for Sin, are like them that go forth, weeping, and 
bearing precious Seed, who ſhall doubtleſs come again, 
rejoicing, bringing their Sheaves with them. They 
that ſow in Tears all reap in Jay“. 


Do you ſay, The Work of Reformation is 
« too laborious and difficult?” What can be too 
laborious, that is practicable, when ſo much depends 
on your doing the Work? If you are convinced it is 
a reaſonable and neceſſary Work, for Shame would 
you not act up to your Conviction? Surely you 

would 


* pſalm cxxvi. 


EN J 

would. If ſo, a pious Reſolution, aided by Watch- 
fulneſs and Prayer, will carry you a great Way: Nay, 
when did theſe ever fail of being ſucceſsful, through 
the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, whoſe Grace 
will always be ſufficient for them that ardently ſeek it, 
and vigorouſly exert themſelves in Dependance 
thereon? Think not of the Difficulty, which is not 


inſuperable ; which, diminiſhing from the firſt reſolute 


Attempt, will ſoon be got over; but think of the im- 
meaſurable Greatneſs and Glory of the Reward. 
Will not an Inheritance, that is incorruptible, unde- 


filed, and that fadeth not away; will not a Throne 
at God's right Hand, where there is Fulneſs of Foy, 
and Pleaſures for evermore, be a ſull Reward for all 


the Labours of a ſhort, a momentary Life? Will it 


not infinitely exceed all the Pains you can be at in 
ſubduing your Luſts, in correcting the Errors of 
Life, and diſcharging the Duty you owe to God and 


Man? 


Is it ſaid, «J cannot part with the Pleaſures of 


c the World?“ What! a reaſonable Crea- 
ture, and cannot part with Pleaſures that are un- 
reaſonable! No other are you required to part with, 
and theſe are mean, are ſordid, are often interrupt- 
ed, always ſatiating, never laſt ing: Here they are 
imbittered with e of Mind, with Remorſe, 
with Fear; and hereafter they will terminate in one 
dark, diſmal Scene of everlaſting, remedileſs Woe. 
———— Whereas the Practice of Virtue and Pi- 
ety affords the moſt rational, pure, and ſolid Joy. 
They that ſpeak from Experience (an Advantage you 

have 
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| 1 3 
have not yet acquired) ſay, that“ none of God's Com- 
mandments are grievous ; that + in keeping them there 
is a great Reward; that 4 Wiſdom's Ways are Mays of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace. 

The Objection before us againſt a ſober and re- 
ligious Life, viz. that it quite interferes with the 
&« Purſuit of ſenſual Pleaſures,” appears to me moſt 
idle, vain, and ſenſeleſs. I have ſufficient Reaſon to 
be deeply affected with this Sentiment. For the 
Pleaſures of this World can no longer be of the leaſt 
Signification to any one, than while his Life is con- 
tinued to him. And what is our Life? It is even a 
Vapour, that appeareth for a little Time, and then 
vaniſheth away ! For the Poſſeſſion of which we have 
no Security, and which may be taken from the 
Youngeſt of us before To-morrow. This Thought, 
I ſay, enters deep into my Heart, (I wiſh to God 
it did fo into the Hearts of all the laughing Tribe of 
Mortals, of the young and vainly gay, who are in 
the mad Career of ſenſual Joy) for ſince I wrote the 
above Paragraph, I have been called to viſit a very 
diſtreſſed Family. I found my Friend the Maſter of 
it (as it was natural to be in his Circumſtances) in 
great Perplexity and Trouble; his eldeſt Daughter, 


| 2 beloved and hopeful Child of Eighteen, and a va- 
luable Man-Servant, & above thirty Years of Age, 


who has been ſeveral Years very uſeful to his Maſter 
in Buſineſs, both at the Point of Death : as they had 
ſeemed (at Times) to be for ſome Days and Nights 
before. | 
= I had 


John v. 3. + Pfalm xix. f Prov. iii. $ Lately 
allowed ſome Share in the Profits of Trade. 


(93 3 
1 had not been long with him, before his Daugh- 
ter ſhot the Straits of Time, and entered on the 


boundleſs Ocean of Eternity: In a little more than 


half an Hour after this, his Servant departed like- 
wiſe. AﬀeRing Providence — I am juſt now re- 
turned to finiſh this Letter. Perhaps it may be the 
laſt I ſhall ever write. Is it any Wonder, 
that the Gaieties of Youth, hat all the Pleaſures of 
this World, appear to me to have, VANITY, ALL 18 
VaniTY, as it were, inſcribed upon them? The 
Perſons juſt removed, one in the Bloom of Youth, 


| the other in the Strength of Manhood, were as 


likely to have lived many Years, as any of us can 
be; but now an obſtinate Diſorder (commiſſioned by 
Heaven) has made their Beauty and Vigour * to con- 
fume away like a Moth : It has changed their Coun- 
tenances, and ſent them away, Were you, my young 
Friends, to have been this Evening Witneſſes of this 
awful Scene, would it not have ſupplied the Place 
of all the Arguments I can uſe, to prove the Vanity 
of worldly Pleaſures, and the Neceſſity of being al- 
ways prepared to die ? Carried away with the Im- 
preſſion (forgive me) I ſcarcely know how to quit the 
Subject. 


Do you ſay, « That the Gains of Unrighteouſ- 
e neſs are too profitable to be given up?“ Our 
bleſſed Saviour faith, * M bat ſhall it profit a Man, 
if he gaineth the whole World, and loſeth his own 
Saul? or what ſhall he give in Exchange for hit 

Soul ? 


Y defiderabile, an 3 an robur corporis. 
xXIIX. 11. Matt. xvi. 26. 
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Soul ? Do you prefer Riches on Earth, where 


Math deth corrupt, and Thieves break through and 
ſeal, to Riches in Heaven, where Moth cannot cor- 
rupt, nor Thieves break through and fleal ? It is ſaid, 
the Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom ; 
of which Wiſdom the wiſeſt of Monarchs hath given 
this Commendation, + = Happy is the Man that 
findeth her ; for the Merchandiſe of it is better than 
the Merchandiſe of Silver, and the Gain thereof than 
fine Gold; She is more precicus than Rubies, and all 
the Things thou can/t deſire are not to be compared to her. 
Length of Days is in ber right Hand, and in her left 
Hand Riches and Honour. 5 


She ſaith, 1 Bleſſed is the Man that heareth me, 
watching daily at my Gates, waiting at the Poſts of 
my Doors: For who ſo findeth me, findeth Life, and 
Fall chtain Favour of the Lord. But he that ſinneth 

_ againſt me, wrogeth his own Soul ; all they that hate 


me, love Death. 


« Are the Honours of this World too alluring 
„ to be withſtood ?” What Honours ? The Honour 
of applying all your Faculties, your Time, your 
Treaſures, to the moſt valuable Purpoſes : the Hon- 
our of Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; the Honour of be- 
ing moſt amiable in Temper, and uſeful in Life ; 
the Honour of being highly eſteemed and diſtinguiſh . 
ed by every Mark of Reſpect amongſt the worthieſt 
of Men ; the Honour of being approved and favoured 


by 


1 Prov. iv. 13. 1 Prov. viii, 34. 
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by the ſupreme Ruler of the Univerſe ; the Center of 


all Excellence, and the Fountain of all Glory; this 
accumulated Honour, I ſay, have all they that do 


Fuſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly with their God. 
Is there any Glory to be compared to this ? The 


Glory that is ſet in Oppoſition to it, muſt be won by 


making a Sacrifice of Conſcience, of all virtuous 
Principle, of all religious Obligation ; by ſacrificing 
to this Idol the Eſteem of the Worthy, and the Ap- 
probation of God himſelf. And can this vain Ob- 
ject of Ambition be ſuch an Honour, that its Allure- 
ments are not to be withſtood ? Is the Praiſe of Men, 

then, of wicked, worthleſs Men (for the Praiſe of 
ſuch only can be ſet in Oppoſition to the Approbation 
of God) to be more deſired than the Praiſe of the Mof 
High? Is it not ſaid, * The Righteous is more excellent 
than his Neighbour ? and that Jabez, becauſe he 
ſerved God, + was more honourdble than his Brethren P 
Who can read the Character of Moſes, and hot feel 
a far greater Veneration for him, than for the great- 
eſt irreligious Emperor, that was ever worſhipped 
by abject Flatterers, or unthinking Mortals, as a 


Cod? 1 By Faith Moſes, when he was come to 


Years, refuſed to be called the Son of Pharoah's Dawgh- 
ter; chuſing rather to ſuffer Afliction with the People 
of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon ; 
efteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than 
the Treaſures in Egypt; for he had Reſpe unto the 
Recompence of the Reward. | When many of them, 
that ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth, ſhall awake, ſome 


to everlaſiing Life, and ſome to Shame, and everlaſting 


Contempt. And they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 


Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 
L | Nor 


® Prov. xil. 26, 1 Chron. iv. 9. Þ Heb. xi. 24. 
1 Daniel xii. 2. F * MY 
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Nor let any ſay with Deiſtical Preſumption, 
5 That jt is beneath the Dignity of Virtue, to be 
cc influenced by the Sanctions of future Rewards 
« and Puniſhments.” Having Reſpect, as Moſes 
had, to the Recompence of the Reward, is not de- 


nying or leſſening the eſſential Difference of moral 
Good and Evil : It does not diſcredit the inherent 

Excellence of Virtue and Piety ; it does not ſuppoſe 
there is nothing baſe, nothing evil, or deſtructive, in 
the Nature of Sin ; but only implies, that the Dif- 
ference between ſerving God, and ſerving him not, 
will moſt fully appear, when Guilt ſhall meet with 
its final Wages in eyerlaſting Death, and Righteouſ- 
neſs be triumphant in the Glory and Happineſs of 
Heaven. Let us therefore lay aſide every Weight, 
and the Sin that does ſo eaſily beſet us; and let us run 
with Patience the Race that is ſet before us, looking 
unto Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who 
for the Joy that was ſet befi re him, endured the Croſs, 
deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet down at the 1 Hand 


F the Throne of God. 


It ſhould ever affect us, that the more we are 
exalted in ſpiritual Privileges, i. e. in the Means 
of Wiſdom and Holineſs, by Chr:/? Feſus, the more 
we ſhall be degraded and puniſhed in the other 
World, if we abuſe or neglect the Grace by which 
we are now diſtinguiſhed. The Father of Mercies 
t hath ſo loved us, as to give his only begotten Son, 
that as many as believe and obey him, may not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life. He hath favoured us fo 
highly, as to enlighten us by his revealed Word, as 
to allure us to Holineſs by the ſpotleſs, moſt amiable 
Example of his dear Son; by whom he hath aboliſhed 
Death: for us, and brought Life and Immorality to 

Light 
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Light by his Goſpel. * He hath mo/? fully ſet to hs 


View of our Faith a future State, the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, a righteous Judgment, and thoſe infi- 
nite everlaſting Retributions, that are the ſtrongeſt 
Guards againſt preſent Temptation, and the moſt 
powerful Inducements to a ſtedfaſt, exemplary Vir- 
tue, and ever-growing Piety ; that our Path may 
reſemble that of the Righteous, which is as the ſhining 
Light, ſhining more and more, unto the perfect Day. F 
He hath alſo tendered to them that aſk him, the 
gracious Concurrence of his Spirit, to enable us to 
reſiſt the Devil, to perform the moſt arduous Duty, 
to bear up under the ſevereſt Preſſures of Life: that 
he may carry us onwards towards Perfection, and 


finally 2 us to his Kingdom and Glory. If all 


this is done for us to 10 Purpoſe, what Suffirers ſhall 


we be? To ſay nothing of all that we ſhall loſe in 


loſing the ſublime, mot exquiſite, everlaſting Joys 
of Heaven, by our Abuſe of this aſtoniſhing Mercy; 
what additional Miſery ſhall we plunge ouſerlves in- 
to, by receiving this Grace in vain? Should this be 
our Caſe, the very Bleſſings that ſhould have raiſed us 


to ſuperior Happineſs and Glory, will become the 


accidental Cauſe of ſinking us into lower and more 
dreadful Wretchedneſs. Our Folly and Guilt will 
convert the nobleſt Means of Salvation into the fatal 
Means of greater Damnation. For where much is 
given, much will be required, While the Wicked, 
who are leſs inſtructed, ſhall be beaten with few 
Stripes (in Compariſon ;) he that knew his Lord's 
Fill, and did it not, ſhall be beaten with many 


Stripes. Þ 

Let us all, of every Rank, lay theſe Things to 
Heart; well conſidering, that the ſame Practice, 
that tends to bring down the righteous Vengeance 


| 1 
F 2 Tim. i. 10. Þ+ Prov. iy, 18. 4 Luke xii. 47, 
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of God on our Land, will infallibly bring don 
everlaſting Damnation on our precious Souls; which 
are of fo b ani Value, that they were not to be re- 
deemed by fuch corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold, 
but only by the er Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 
without Blemiſh, and without Spot: * And that the 
fame Practice that exalteth a Nation, or rendereth it 
the Object of God's diſtinguiſhing Protection and 
Bleffing, will prepare the Soul for eternal Salvation, 
and through the Grace of God in Chriſt, ſhall be re- 
Warded with ſuch Felicity as Eye hath not ſeen, or 
Ear heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart of 
Man to conceive. 


To conclude; let us ever keep this Truth i in View, 
which concerns us infinitely more, than whether we 
are in this World rich or poor, plumed with Hon- 
ours, or undiſtinguiſhed amongſt the Vulgar, are fil- 
led with Pleaſure, or emaciated with Pain, that when 
yriads are cut off by Death, like the Tops of the 
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Ears of Corn; and whole Nations are ſwept away 
by the various Revolutions of Time, as Bubbles from 
off the Surface of Water: and the greateſt King- 
doms are overwhelmed and buried in the general 
Wreck of Nature at the laſt Day: You and I, with 

all the innumerable Hoſts, which have ever peopled 
the Earth, muſt come forth, muſt ſtand before the 
higheſt of all Tribunals, to be tried by an all-know- 
ing, impartial Judge, then to receive our final Re- 
compence of everlaſting Joy or Miſery, according to 
dur real Characters here, whether they have been 
good, or whether they have been evil. 


# 1 Pet. i. 18. 
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